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Be not fothful, but Nb of them, 
who through Faith and Patience in- 
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Pinted for J. Oswa LD, at the Roſe and Crown, = 

near the Manfion-Houfe in the Poultry ; and hy 
J. BucxLAND, at the Buck in Pater-Nofter-Row. | 
1743: (Price One Shilling, ) 


. Of whom may be had, 


The MYSTERY OF GODLINESS, I 
Sixty-One Sermons. Firſt publiſhed in 1726. In 


two by ads By the ſame Author. Price Bound 
* d. 
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 trines, that I always apprebended to be 
be principal Articles of the Eperafting\ Goſpel. | 
7 105 T have born my Teft ftimony N Das 4 


11 enen ene viz. n . e 255 5 
e 
1, The Joſtification. of a Sinner n 8 Ser- 
mons, rinted 1516. r kin 
2. The Neceſſity of contending for Rerealod. 
Rdigion. \, 17 9 va. 


3. Twenty-Eight Sermons conterting ob. 
fences, Roving, and Confeſſion of the F aith, 
23, 5 * INTE, 

4. The Power of Christ oven Pligues and: 
Health; and, his Name as the Gop. of ns 
cnlider'd ; asan Argument of his Supreme Deity; 
with an Account. .of the Anti-Arian Lecture. 
5724. 

5, What took up moſt of my Time, and gave... 
me the greateſt Pleaſure, was The MvysTERY 
r GoDLINEss, in Sixty-One Sermons ; where- - 
n the DEITY of CHRIST is proved upon 
wo other Evidence than the Word of Gop, 0d, , 
vith no other View,” than for the Salvation 1 
Men. 1726. 7 
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3 I all theſe, as I plead only Scripture- Argu- 
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And, in purſuance of the fame Princi les, 
ben fo | Many 0 5 rethren took their 
rent ery, I teuld" net fo 
bear ( not being in their Lift) to declare alj 
— o | Opin upon ec 0 
uſtification * * [1 


"Ma of thee 1 * kit 3 ch wy | 
Sati faction of having teflified to the Truth," as 
it is in Ixsus. Moy the God of all Grace mate | 
his Strength to be 2 in my Weakneſs, and 
attend theſe Endeavours with the Demonſtration 
/ the Spirit, and with Power, that I may finiſh 
w my-Courſe woith joy, and fulfil the Minifhy. that 
5 7 have +— <0 teft png. the e of the” 
Grate of Ged. * | 


1. ano e a Hi concerning” The 
| Nature of Faith, 172 1. which 'was TR | 
by \the Perſon, who, in a Treatiſe calle | 
Moral Philoſopher, has taken th fame profen 

Liberty with the Holy hl * 


* 11 
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2. as. or now read ws. P. 9, 1. 28. for Com 
cil read Counſel. P. 33. penult. for know read knew. P.; . 


I. 30. for lower read Fes. P. 44- 1. 16. for more rea 
more. P. 49. I. 3. for man read gen. . r. l. 4. f 4 avih, 
21 P. 76. 1. 14. read it is. e 65, 
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4 3.— Followers of 7255 who through Faith and 
Patience n the Promijes. 


g HIS Epiſtle is , direted to the believing | 
S * Hebrews, who were the Firſt-fruits to 
7 Gop and the Lamb; it is deſgned for 


5 their Efabliſbmeni in the Goſpel of Jeſus 
? © Chrit, as the Son of Cad. Tho' here is a particus ' 
r Account of his Mediatica, his Prigſtbood, his 
4 Obedience in Life and Death; yet his Supreme Deity 
is kept in full view quite thro? the whole. As the 
Penman begins, fo he goes on. The firſt thing he 
tells us, is, that God who ſpake in the Prophets Chit 10 
5 Toig Won‘ has ſpoken to us in his Son, F) Ta "25M 

This our Lord himſelf always preached up as 

the great Article of Faith; Believe that I am in the 
Father, and the Father in me; the Words I ſpeak | 
to you, I ſpeak not of myſelf, but the Father who John xiv. 
dwelleth in me, he does the Works. | {1 BO. 

Thus he proceeds in calling him the Brightneſs " 
Glory, and* the expreſs Image of his Perſon, and Ver. 3. 
that by him he made the Worlds. To expound 
this of his doing it by him as an Inſtrument, is a 
very clumſey way of talking, beneath the Majeſty 
and Language of the Bible; for Gop has d, that 


Pk | — VV v0. neſt 


Earth by himſelf. _ he 
To this Son he faith; Thy Throne, 0 Go D,- is for Ver. 8. 
ever and ever, Of him he faith, Let all the An- ver. 6. 


gels 


he made the Heavens alone, and ſtretched out the Iſa. xliv. 
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I. 


(2) 


cb. ii. 14. gels of Gov 1 bim. And tho? he took on 
iii. 2. him the Form of a Servant, and was faithful to him 
Ver. 6. that appointed bim; yet he is a Sox over his own 


| Houſe: And, as the High-Pricf of our Profeſſion, 
Ch. iv.14. Teſus ihe Son of God, is paſſed into the Heavens. 
Cn. v. 8. And he was @ Son, tho he learned Obedience by the 


things he ſuffered. 


Ch. vi. He ſhows 'em, that this was the true Religion: : 


They are com paſſed about with all the Elders, as a 
Cloud of Witneſſes. Ever 72 one of em was looking 
to Feſus as the Author and 
in theſe Words they are exhorted to an evangelical 

Imitation of 'em, for it was thro? Faith that they 


obtained a good Report; and now muſt be Follou- 
ers of them who thro this Faith and Patience inherit 


the Promiſes. 
The Text is a Deſeription of all the Spins 4 in the 
Old Teſtament, and ſtands as a Direction to all the 
Ages of GoD*s People under the New. It is ſaid 
of them, that thro' Faith and Patience they are In- 
heriters ; it is required of s, that we be Followers. 
Ch-xiii.7. Their Faich we muſt follow, conſidering the End 
Ver. 8. of their: Converſation : Even their Faith in Jeſus, 
as the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. Let 
us not be carried or whirPd about with divers and 
Ver. g. ſtrange Doctrines, which have not profited them who 
| were exerciſed therein. The ſame Deſcription may 
comprehend both heir Character and our Duty. 
If you take the Diviſion of the Text in the Or- 
der of the Words, it will be into theſe Two Heads. 
K 8; che Principles they ated by; F aith and Pa- 
tience. 


rived at; an inheriting of the Promiſes. 
But perhaps it may give us an eaſier Draught of 


their Caſe, if we in vert the Words, and read them 


backwards: And, ſuppoſing, what cannot be dil- 
uted, that they refer to the Felicity of another 
World, you may take em in this Plan, 1 


„ 


I. Here 


iniſher of Faith: And 


a. :% A End t they contended to, and are now ar- 


calls the Promiſes, This l lead me $0, wee | 


or give us an Indifference to his Per/on. 


dained his Throne in the Heavens, tho' his King- Pla. ie 


10 3 ) * 

os; Here's an Account of that Portion that is re 
ſerved i in Heaven for us; it is called the Promiſes 

II. Our Intereſt in em, and the Peſſeſſion we hope 2 
to have of *em, is by way of Iuberitan ce. 

III. The Method of purſuing this great Salvation, 
18 by Faith and Patience, i afro}. „ 

As this was the Life of boſe whos are n in- 
i the Joy of their Lord, it muſt be gurs who are 
preſſing towards the Mark for the Prize of, the Hi 'gh- 
cling of God in Chrift Feu 

I would give theſe: Particulars a ſeparate Enlarge- 
ment, and not: hurry em over in a ſuperficial way; 
for they every one of em deſerve _— Eee in 
our Meditationsnss. 

IJ. This Happineſs that we are waiting * nog 
the Dead in Chriſt are gane up to, is what the Apoſtle 


tr. he Thing. 56 

2. The Name. 

1. As: to the Thing itſelf chat 18 called 18 Pro- 
alte, we may comprehend it, as the Apoſtle does, 
in the Name of Eternal Life. But as it is here in 1 Joh. ii. 
the Plural Number, we are obliged to regard it in 23. 
thoſe Varieties that the Scripture has given it. 

1. The Place is Heaven. ba 

2. The Portion is Life. 

vg The Condition there i is a State of 2 avour. 

4. The Duration, it is eternal. Now, theſe be- 
ing things that we could never have known but by 
the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, his Glory and Good- _, 
neſs are wove into all that is ſaid about em. Such a . 
Text is not deſigned to throw a Vail over his Name, 


(i.) The Place of inheriting theſe Promiſes is 
Heaven; which Gop has ſet apart for the Habi- 
tation of his own Holineſs and Glory : He has or- 


dom rules over all. The Inheritance incorruptible, 20. 


an, and that fades not away, is reſerved in 
5 Heaven 


_ 4 ; ) 
r fet. l 4. ede for us. When this earthly: Houſe of our 


n 

Fabernacle is diſſolvedl, we have à Building of n 
Gor. v. 1. GoD, a Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in al 
tu 
et 


the Heavens. There is an Hope laid up for us in 

Heaven, of which we could never * heard but 
Col. i. 4. by the Word of Truth in the Goſpel. 1 
This was the Faith of Abraham; * quizely ſe 
dwelt in Tabernacles, ſojourning in the Land of ca 
Promiſe as in a ſtrange Country: And if the Queſ- B 
tion is, how Go p could be ſaid to iv him what EW re 
| | = never had, and call that an Inberitance, which co 
2 the Place of a way-faring Man; as Faith 15 
; Heb. xi, received the Promiſe, let Faith expound it: He D 


10. looked for a City which has Foundations, whoſe - W dc 
Builder and Maker is Gov. Jac and Jacob be- th 
ing Heirs with him of the ſame Promiſe, and yet wi 


having no more Poſſeſſion than be had; declared of 
| plainly, that they ſought another Country, which is Fi 
Ver. 14. an Heavenly; and Go p declared as plainly, that 
he was not aſhamed to be called their God, by pre- to 
| paring for them a City. Thus, here we nave no me 
continuing City, but ſeek one that is 70 comm. G6. 
| Now, is it poſſible for any Chriſtian to conceive Fu 
of ſuch a Place, without looking to Zeſus? In his fur 
Perſon, he is the Lord from Heaven; in his Errand, 
be brought this Life and Immortality i into all the 
Lig ht that we have about it. Therefore, whoever 
believes not in Hin, walks in Darkneſs ; Darkneſs 
| has blinded his Eyes. The many Apartments there 
2 Job. xiv. are the Manſions in his Father*s Houſe ; He went be- 
z . fore on purpoſe to prepare a Place for us, into Hea- 
| Heb. ix. ven ilſelf, lis dur Tov & pa, into the very, the true 
24 Heaven. Our Remove thither is no other than his 
receiving us to himſelf, that where be i is, we may 
be e 
Our Affections are ſet upon things hoes: be- 
n iii. * cauſe there Jeſus fits at the Right Hand of Gov. 
Our Converſation is in Heaven, from whence we 
lool for a Savious Or Jeſus the Lord. 8 
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( s ) 
moſt endearing: Nation we.can\have of the Happi- 


neſs there, is not from any ſwelling Imaginations 
about the Dignity or Enlargement of humin Na- Th mY 
ture; but that both in Souf and Body we ibe ;, 


ever with the Lord. F * 1 r Albne 2s of ; : 2 2 


(2.) The Thing « Anne the Promiſes) and 
cured by them, is Life. As without that there 
can be nothing, ſo in the copious Language of the 
Bible it is made to ſignify all things, either with 


reſpe&- to this Life Ar- is, or that e e 


come. 8 5461 Ne . PAT 


Therefore! Hell i is * Death, aud a abeand | 
Death; ; not that it means in that World what it 
does in ibis, a ceaſing to be any longer there: No 
their Torment riſes up for ever : They are puniſhed 
with an everlaſting Deſtrudtii from the Preſetice 
of the Lord; their Worm dies not, and their Mark ix. = 
Fire is not quenched. % ein 2 od baggy Slg 48: 

With the ſame Compaſs of Interpretation are we 
to underſtand the Life in that other World; it 
means every thing that is dear and happy. When E 
Gop ſhews us the Path of Lit, it's in order wa pal. xvi. 
_ of Joy in ns: — Rivers of Pleas ult. 

ſure for evermo re... ane, 

And how tan my one who) reads his Bible, ſhut 


lis Eyes upon Chriſt,” when he ſpeaks of this Life ? 


He that finds Him, finds Life, and ſhallobtain-Fa- Prov. viii. 
your at the hand of the Lord; but he that hates 35- 2 
Him, loves Death, and fins againſt his own Sul. 
This i is the Record that Gov has given to us eter- 1 Joh. v. 
na Life ; but it is equally a true and faithful Say 10, 11, 12. 
ing, worthy of all Acceptation, that hrs Life is in 
his Son: and therefore he that has the Son, has Life, 
and he that has not the San of God, has not Life. | 
The Life we live in the Fleth, is by the Faith of Gal. ii. 20. 


8 


the Son of Cod; and the Life we are looking for in 


Heaven, is kink with Chriſt in Gop; and when Col. iii. 3. 


Cbriſt, who is our wy mal N we _ appear 
vith him in Glory. n 


60 As 


(6) 


Ki 14 630 As to the Sate of the Saints in that Life, it 
is a State of Favour and Acceptance: 


1 Firſt. Their Iniquities are blotted out 3 
Dimes of refreſhing are come from the Preſence of 


* 
8 
k * 
3 
2 
I < 
Le 


A 8 Lord. Secondly, Their Corruptions are funk 
—— they are without Spot or Wrinkle, or 

uch thing; holy and without blemiſh. Third: 

77 Their 2 emprations are over, the Enemy has no 
more place in Heaven. Fourthly, Their Sorrows 
are turned into Joy, all Tears are wiped away from 
their Eyes. F ifthly, Their Imperfeftions are filled 
up, what was wanting is thrown in; for when that 
which-1s perfect is come, that which is in part ſhall 


be done away. Sixthly, Their Viſions are no longer 


through a Glaſs darkly, but face to face: Their 

Diſtance from Go is at an end, they are before his 

4: 1, Throne, and ſerve him day and nigbt: in his Tem- 

ple; and he that fits en che 9 — hall dwell 
W 09 79 

And, is it podlible to te out fo! great a Chain 

f of Felieities, and ſay nothing of Chriſt? Our Ac- 

Jude 23. ce is in the Beloved : It is He who preſents us 

- faultleſs in the preſence of his own Glory with ex: 

ceeding Joy. Our Redemption! is in his Blood, even 

the Forgiveneſs of our Sins. Thro' the Blood of 

Jeſus we now have Boldneſs to enter into the Holy 

Place by Prayer. and upon the, Merit of the ſame 

Blood | ſhall we go thither in Per ſan; ſaying with 


wn, 


Rev. i. 6. thoſe who are there already, To him that loved us, 


and waſhed us from our Sins in his own Blood, to 
811% li be Glory for ever. 
Hie proclaims our — * ye Bleſſed of 
Matt. xxv., my Father. They that call our Dependence upon 
3% him an a4truſe and needleſs Speculation, and ſay 


that ſuch a Doctrine has no Tendency to elevate 


the Soul and enliven the Practice, know nothing of 
tthe matter; and will be oppoſed by all thoſe with 
whom to live is Chriſt, . to die is Gain. How 

can Dulnels, or a 3 Obedience, be charged 


upon 


7 


* © 


CH) 

upon them, who in a Life of Righteouſneſa, Sor 
briety and Godlineſs, are looking for this bleſſed Tit. ii, 14. 
Hope, and the glorious Appearing of our Crea | 
. Saviour Feſus Chriſt? Our laſt Reſigha- 8 
tion in this World is 70 him; Lord Feſus receive mc. v. 
Spirit : Our firſt Welcome into the other Worlds? 

is by him: The Lamb that is in the midſt of the Rev., vi. 


Throne ſhall lead us to Fountains of living Water. 14. 


[t is he who has ſaid of every one that overcomes, 


| will be his Go p, and he ſhall be my Sen. The Rev, al. 


final Declaration that he makes to his Church in 7. 
the New Teſtament is, Behold I come quickly; to 
which their immediate Anſwer is Amen, even ſo 


come Lord Feſus. 


4 


| (4.) As to the Duration of this Life, and all 


the Happineſs contained in it, it is Eternal. The 2 Cor. v. 
Place is fo, an Houſe not made with Hands, 2ter- 1. 

nal in the Heavens. The Treaſure laid up in Luke xii. 
it is in Bags that wax not old, which no Moth 33. 

or Ruſt can corrupt, nor Thieves break in and 

ſteal: The State of Believers there Chriſt has 
compared to a Pillar in the Houſe of his God, no more Rev. iii. 

to go out. | E 549 4 N52 4 a 
How is it that a temporal Obedience : ſhall have 


an eternal Happineſs? To this there can be no 


Anſwer, but what leads us to a Redeemer. It is 

true, that eternal Life is purely the Gift of God ; Rom. vi, 
but then, it is all -h Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 233. 
Thro' him, as the Federal Head of all that 


have it, the Father has given to the Son to have 


Life in bimſelf, and the Son quickens whom be! on v. 
will. 1 | * _— 


3+ Thea: him, as making a Purchaſe of it; for to 


bring forth an everlaſting. Life, he brought in an 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs,and is the Mediator of an 
everlaſting Covenant: As he is the Author, he is 
alſo the Pledge and Example of this eternal Life: 
becauſe T live, ye ſball live alſo, In bis Life we Jobn xiv. 


have the Earneſt and Meaſure of ours. The one 19. 


ſhall 


* 


— 
1 — „„ w 


1 


| Hil g 4 dogg a. ebe orden Till the kee 
bat ches lin, it ean have s'Power over bis 


People. Sr fi3 234 inn ee lalg at al 
Thus have I confidered theſe four Particulars as 


the principal Articles of what is meant by the Pro. 


0 


miſes which ſo many thouſands do now inberit; 
Heb. xi. 


and tho* we have not received em, we are per- 


13. |ſnaded'of em, and would embrace em, confeſling 
aurſelves to be Pilgrims and Strangers upon Earth, 


Jam. ii. 5, 


never at home till we get to the Kingdom that Gop 


has promiſed to them that love him. And, a8 


theſe are no Chriſtleſs Dofrines, they ought never 


to be ſpoke of in a Chriftleſs way. Iis pity to 


: make a Redeemer little or nothing in a Concern, 
where he is all in all. D 


* 


III. I hall enquire why they go by this Name of 
the Promiſes, And the very Word it ſelf leads us 
to think, that they are erect Br- Ft 


1. A free Gift of God. 
2. Foretold in a clear manner. 


3. Deſigned by an unchangeable Love. 


4. To be accompliſhed with all Perfection. 
(..) The Notion we have of a Promiſe is, that 
it is a thing freely given, without any Merit on 


our part; it is impoſſible to take it otherwiſe with- 


out a groſs Ignorance of Human Nature; becauſe 


if we could be ſuppoſed to deſerve any thing, it 


would never be a State of Glory in Heaven. A. 


dam's Happineſs was to live in an earthly Para- 


diſe, the Reward of his Obedience to continue 


there. As the firſt Man was of the Earth, Earthy, 


there was nothing in his Make or his Actions, ei- 
ther to entitle or-prepare him for an Habitation 
with the innumerable Company of Angels : Fleſh 


and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of Go. 
He was never to die, and return to his duſt, but 


place where he firſt had it. And therefore, 0 


1 4 


the place where he ſhould hold his Life, was the 


* — 


(9) 


I this ſecond Covenant-is not only thrown into 
4 better Plan, but brings. us to a better Portion, 
it is a new Favour to the human Race. There 
could be no Works of Righteouſneſs in a State 
of Innocence equal to the Manſions above; an 


Inheritance there was a Felicity too great for 


Creatures made à little lower than the Angels, Well 


may our Saviour ſpeak of it as he does, Fear not 


little Flock, it is your Father's good pleaſure to ux l 
give you the Kingdom. The Deſign was laid ante- 3 = xii. 


cedent to our Being, and therefore independent on 
our Actions. This they will be early put in mind 
of upon their firſt arrival there, Come ye bleſſed 


of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you Matt. xxv. 
before the Foundation of the World, when you could 34- | 


not be prepared for it. 


The very Name of a. Promiſe excludes all boaſt- 
ing, which the Law of Works will not, but the 


Law of Faith muſt. For if it is of Grace, it is no 
more of Works. Thus the Apoſtle argues in the 
caſe of him who is the Repreſentative of all Belie- 


vers; If. the Inheritance. be of the Law, it is no Gal ut. 
more of Promiſe ; v but God ave it to Abraham by ®: 


Promiſe... 5 
And, is it poſſible to enter into this Subject with 
few or no Thoughts of a Redeemer? 


The Apoſtle conſiders him as our Principal, The Zech. vi. 
Council of Peace was between the Father and RU: 13. 


Like Aaron's Ointment, it was firſt poured u 


bis Head, and from thence ran down to tbe Skirt pſal. 
of his Garments. To Abraham and his Seed were cxxxiii. 2. 


the Promiſes made; he ſays not to Seeds as of ma- 
; but to one, even thy Seed which is Chrif. And 
tho* it is certain that all the Children of faithful 
Abraham are Heirs of the Promiſe; yet all the 


Promiſes are in Chriſt Feſus yea, and in bim Amen. 2 Cor. i. 


In him they are yea, in him ſupremely, originally; 


he gives them their Conſtitution, their Appoint- 


ment; and i in him they are Amen, He is the great 
C Promiſe 
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( 10 


Promiſe binſel f, and the Security of all that is tobe 


Rom. viii. deduced from it; it is with him that Gov freely 
33 gives us all things. We may ſay to thoſe who 
oppoſe the Gift of God to the Knowledge of Chrif, 
as he did to the Woman of Samaria, if thou hadſt 


known the Gift of God, thou wouldſt have aſked of 


Joh. iv. Bim, and he would have given thee living Water, 
1. (2.) A Promiſe is a Prediction, or foretelling 
things to come. It always ſuppoſes à Gift, but 


then it ſuppoſes it as only de/ign'd and reveals, 


Gop could have tranſlated his People froma Death 
in Sin, to a Life in Heaven; and in a moment 


have made Nature pure, and Grace perfect; but 
he would make known his Truth as well as his 


pal. Love; that as Mercy is to be built up for ever, 
Ixxxix. 2. his Faithfulneſs will he eſtabliſh in the very Hea- 
vens. The Heavens will praiſe his Wonders, his 
Faithfulneſs alſo in the Congregation of the Saints; 
they all ery out with encircling Songs, Who is a 
ſtrong Lord like unto Thee, or to thy Faithfulneſs 
round about thee! Not only great and marvellous 
Rev. xv:3.are thy Works, Lord Gop Almighty, but j»/t and 
true are all thy Ways, thou King of Saints. 
Soy diſtributes the Works of Grace, as he does 
| thoſe of Nature, into Seed-Time and Harveſt. 
There is to be a long waiting for the former 
| and the later Rain: And ſo it is with Believers ; 
Pſal. Light is ſown for the Righteous, and Gladneſs for 
cn. 11. the Upright in Heart; but they come up very 
Heb. x. flowly 3 You have need of Patience, that after you 
36. have done the Will of Gop, you may receive the 
Pal. Promiſe: Nevertheleis, They that ſowo in Tears ſhall 
 exxvi. 5. reap in Foy, and he that goes forth weeping, bear- 
; ing his precious Seed, ſhall doubtleſs come again 
with rejoicing, bringing his Sheaves with him. 
Here's a noble String of Compariſons ; for ſowimg 
there's reaping, for Tears there's Joy; for going 
_ forth, here's undoubted coming again; for weeping, 


rejoicing; 


5 


to Promiſe. He publiſbed theſe Promiſes in his 
Life-time, as a Poker” ; he ratified em by his 
Death, as a Sacrifice ; he pleads em in his Inter- 
ceſſion, as an Advocate; and he will accompliſb eve- 


* they who believe in Him, have any Lot or Por- 
tion in this matter; for our Salvation is of Faith, Rom. iv. 
that it might be by Grace, to the end the Promiſe may ! 6. 

be ſure 10 all the Seed. 


him that gives it. And in God it muſt be perem- 
all the Glory that ariſes from it. 


made to this Doctrine, viz. “ That the Promiſes 
are conditional; tis upon ſuch Terms alone, that 
vue can hope for Heaven.“ And, by the way, 
let me throw into the Argument, what j is often for- 
2 got 3 ; that the moſt, awful conditional Language in .Y 
| l the. Bible, is in theſe. Words, He that believes Mar. xi; 
L e T2 


po 


rejoicing 3. for bs here's bringing forth ; for | 


Nice Seed, here are plentiful Sbeaves. 


Now, what a heartleſs way is it to talk of Pro- 
miſes, and ſay nothing of Cbriſt ! He himſelf was 


the Promiſe made to the Fathers, as the Seed of the 


Woman, This he kept alive from time to time by 
a gradual Manifeſtation of the Character; he was 


to be the Seed of Abraham, after that the Son of 
David. God tells em, that he would perform that ſer.xxxiii, 


7 (AE thing that he had promiſed to the Houſe of 14- 


ael; as if all other Bleſſings were made to centre 
in Him. Their Deliverance, their Proſperity, ,, 
Temple, were ſo many Lines pointing this way | ' 


And, 
Sending out his Son in the Fulneſs of Titne, as 


the greateſt thing that has been done, is the main 


Security of all that ſhall be done. If we be Chriſt's, 
then are we Abrabam's Seed, and Heirs according 


ty one of em as a faithful and true Nine. None 


(3.) A Promiſe ſignifies. a Defi n of Favour in 
ptory, or otherwiſe he has but an uncertain hold of 


can be no Stranger to an Objection that's always ; 


ſaved, and be 1 believes not fall be * 18. 
L E 


Joh. iii. 
36. 


the Wrath of Gop abides on him. But, how- 


(12), 


He that believes the Son, has everlaſtin Life; and 


he that believes not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but 


ever, by poiſing the Caſe you will ſee all that is va- 
luable in it. BA LNG LARS. 55.1 


Heb. xii. 
14. 


Firſt, If they mean only, that none ſhall inherit 
theſe Promiſes, but ſuch as have Farth and Patience, 
who work out their own Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, who dillgently follow every good 
Work; for my part, I ſhall never contradict em: 
Without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. The 
Wrath of Gop will come upon the Children of 


Diſobedience. They that live after the Fleſh ſhall 


die. | But, 8 1 | 

_ Secondly, If they will draw ſomething more in- 
to their Argument, and ſay, that what they call 
Conditions are meritorious of what is called a Re- 


ward, I cannot agree with em; becauſe it deſtroys 


the very Notion of a Promiſe, as the Apoſtle ſays 
in the Paſſage I quoted before. If it is of the Law, 


it is no more by Promiſe; it's rather a Bargain, or 


an Act of Juſtice. Abraham was as holy a Man as 


Rom. IV. 
2. | 


Tit. ui. 5. 


ever lived, but if he was juſtified by Works, he 
has whereof to glory; whereas he has no ſuch thing 
before GoD ; no Fleſh ſhall glory in his Preſence. 


It's being a Promiſe, makes it impoſſible it ſhould 


be a Debt. You have the whole Scheme of Salva- 
tion in that compendious Text: Tis not by Works 
of Righteouſneſs that. we have done, but according 10 
his Mercy that he ſaves us; by the Waſhing of Re- 


generation and the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which 


be made Heirs, according to the Hope of eternal Life. 


be ſhed on us abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt our Sa- 
viour, that we being juſtified freely by his Grace, may 


Thirdly, If they would infinuate that the Pro- 


miſes are kept in a hovering undetermin'd way; 
that it is uncertain whether they will take place or 


no, till the matter is ſettled by the Performance of 
the Condition; it is treading upon Thorns, — 
1 „„ : ars 
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hears too hard upon His Honour, who does a-“ 


thi s after ” ee of bis own Will. 
ourthly, kae that he who defi igned the 
Bleſſing meh reveal'd the Promiſe, will take care of 


what theſe People call Conditions. Bleſſed be the Eph. i. 3. 
Gov and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, 
according to his abundant Mercy, has bleſſed. us 


with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Places in 


Chriſt : According as he has choſen us in him before 
the Foundation of the World, that we fbould be 


boly and without Blemiſh before him in Love. Thus 
the ſame Apoſtle ſays in another place: We have 


a Building of Gov, an Houſe not made with 2 Cor. v. 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens; and be that has? 
wrought us for the ſelf-ſame thing is God, who has 


ven us the Earneſt of the Spirit in our Hearts. 

he Links of the Chain are hung in this Order : 
He has choſen you from the Beginning to Salva- 
tion thro* San#ification of the Spirit, and Belief of 


the Truth, whereunto he has called you by our 
Goſpel, Whom. he did predeſtinate, them he alſo Rom. viii. 
called ; and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified; 30. 


and whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. 
Firſt, he ſays, they are my Sheep, and then, they 
ſhall never periſh. There is an Inheritance reſerved 
in Heaven, whereunto we are kept by the Power 
of Go Þ thro? Faith unto Salvation. 

(4.) A Promiſe intimates that there will be a 
certain Accompliſhment. I ſpeak only of thoſe that 


are divine; for GoD is not a Man that he ſhould . 


lye, or the Son of Man that he ſhould repent. He 
has confirmed to the Heirs of Promiſe the Immuta- 


bility of his Counſel, What David faid in too 


much haſte, we may ſay in the Words of Truth 
and Soberneſs, that all Men are Lyars ; they ei- 


ther are ſo, or may be ſo. But here {ire two immu- 
table things in which it is impoſſible for Cod to lye. 
Now, this Foundation of Go p that ſtands ſo ſure, 


a neither to be conider'd! nor affirmed without 5 wen 
ed 


. ] A ³˙ Q > — 


1 od 


A 
gard to the Foundation laid in Zien, of which J. 
2 Cbriſt himſelf is the chief Corner-ſtone. 
I. Here's the Engagement that the Father is un. 
der to the Son. This our Lord himſelf pleads, Holy 
Father keep thro thine own Name thoſe that thou 
haft given me. This he claims: Father I will 
that they whom thou haſt given me, be with me 
where I am. e ro 
2. There is a Counter-part to this, in the En- 
gagement of the Son to ths Aer. It is the Will 
of him that ſent me, that of all that he has given 
me, I ſhould loſe nothing, but raiſe it up at the laſt 
day. Nor will he be able to give up his Account 
with Joy, if he cannot then = Here am , and 

the Children whom Go p has given me. 
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SERMON II. 

IN this Account of that Ref that remaineth for 

che People of Gop, you ſee the Value of the 

Ding itſelf, and the Propriety of the Nam? 

that it goes by. *Tis-called the Promiſes: In this 

they are collected, in this they are compleated. 

There are other Titles given to the Inheritance with 

the Saints in Light, that muſt all be conſidered with 

an Honour to the free Grace by which we are ſaved. 

— 2 It ĩs not of Works, left any Man ſhould boaſt. No 

25 Fleſb is to glory at any time in his Preſence, and 

| therefore not in the Preſence of his own Glory. 

1. It is a Kingdom that cannot be moved: But 

ten we are only Kings and Prieſts irh Chrif, u 2 
Fial. xiv. Admirers but not equal Sharers. He is anointed 


Tar i. 18. with the Oil of Joy above bis Fellows 3 and in l 
ttsings is to have the Pre-emmence. We fit donn .. 

Rev. ili. with bim on his Throne, and he appoints us a Kin 
Poj 


21. - dom as the Father appointed him. 


2, 


(5 ) 

2. It is called u Reward; x Ricompenes that comes 
it the Reſurrection of the Juſt. Our Bible hus join'd- 
lub theſe Words in the Tranſlation of one; It is 
aid that Moſes had reſpe& to the Recompence' of Re-" Heb. xi. 
ward; and this as only by looking to Jeſus; On 26. 


this account he had ſo great a Vs for the Re- 


proach of Chriſt, that his enduring; it 5 4 becauſe 
he ſaw him who is invifble, © 117 
3. It is a Cu of Rigbtevn ſugſ. There en be z Tim. ir. 
4 rendering to every Man according to his Woflts. 8 
But, _— what it is that is 8580 of —— ſo 


33 


r we owe to the Father, who mf us meet ko be 74. Col. 
Partakers of it. It is in Chrift Jeſus that we grow 
tp in all things, We ſhall be compleat in bim, who 
s the Head of all Principality and Power. 


L 12. 
— ü. 10. 


We are 

built upon our moſt holy f aith, keeping in the Love Jude 21, 
of God, praying in the Hoh Ghoſt, and looking for 22 

the Mercy of the Lord Jeſus unto eternal Life. So 
that every Perſon in the Divine Nature is the Ob. 
ect of our 1 Confidehte ; and in out contending for 
i, we have to do with each of kin. 

But there is no Title that makes it dearer to a 
Believer than this in my Text, when it is called he 
Promiſes; becauſe it gives a Luſtre to theſe fout 
Particulars, which are ſo impottahr to our Happi- 
ned here. 

1. The Fulneſs of the Portion, 

2. The Humility of the Recriver, 

3. The Glory of the Giver, _ 

4. The Perpetuity of the Bleſſing. If che week 
not Promiſes, there could be notic of theſe, © + 
1. As they are Promiſes, we may conclude the 
Portion comprehend in em, and aſſured by em is 


Full 
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| 3 16) 
full and plenteous: TheReaſon is, becauſe, though 


The Enquiry is not, what is right for us to receive, 
but what is proper for bim to grant. If our Acti- 
ons are put into the Ballance, and the Maſter of 
the Vineyard ſhould only ſay to us, Did not I agree 

with thee for a Penny? take that thine is, and go 

thy way ; we ſhould have but a ſcanty Reward. 
Hoy little a Portion do we deſerve of him! But 
when the Deſigns of Happineſs are from God, who 


Eph. ii. 4- is rich in Mercy; and when it js meaſured out by 


the great Love wherewith be loved us, it will be un- 
worthy of Him to give like a Creature. He muſt 


Heb. i. 10. do what is becoming one, for whom are all things, - 
Rev. xxi. and by whom are all tbings; and therefore tells us, 


7:6,; ii that he who overcomes ſhall inherit all things, Al 
bs ee m yours, becauſe. ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
o p's. SD ad 5 . 

n As far as we conſider Heaven under the Notion 
of Vages, or what we are hired for, there is a 
ſtraitning upon our Hope. Had the only Queſtion, 
that our Lord put to us, been; Friend, how much 
do l owe thee? What ſhould the very beſt Man up- 
on Earth be able to anſwer? If he has taught us in 
this World to ſay, we are unprofitable Servants ; we 
have done no more than our Duty: Nay, if his 


Grace makes us confeſs, that we have not done /o 


| much, ſuch an Imperfection will be more apparent, 
2 Cor. iv. when we have before us the exceeding Weight of 
17. Glory. But if we are Heirs according to the Promiſe, 
then it is not what we have earned, but what he has 
granted. Bleſſed be the Gop and Father of our 
1 Pet. i. 3. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who according to his abundant 
Mercy has begotten us again to a lively Hope of an 
Inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fades 

not away. ; pr 


2. This Account of a Portion in the World to 
Rom. iv. come, will for ever ſecure the Humility of thoſe 
$ that - poſſeſs it. The Reward is reckoned, not of 

5 £ 3 442] 
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de can claim but little, yet God gives like himſelf, 
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| no other, + The Believer has. the Wicncks e of the Spi- ur .dol 


rit in bim, to what the Spirit has done y bim. 


Our rejoicing is tbis, the Teſtimony of our Con · 1 Cor. 4 


ſeience, that in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, by 12, 
the Grace of God we have had our Conver ation 01 * ö 
in the World. As Hezekiab ſaid, remember Lord Iſa. | 
2 I have walked before thee. But as it is by Grace TE 

we are ſaved, as the Foundation was laid in hat, 

ſo when the Top- ſtone has compleated the Build - | 
ing, they will all cry, Grace, grace unto it; to the Zech. Ib. 
Wort as well as to the Autbor. The whole Frame is 7. 

ficly compacted together; by the Grace of God, that 

1s exceeding. abundant towards us through F aith 


and Love, that is in Chriſt. Jeſus. 


And if boaſting is excluded by the Law of Faith 
now, all the Shouts of that World to the Honour 
of this Grace, will not ſuffer a ſingle. Whiſper of 
Pride to be heard. Thus as the Angels cover their | 
Faces before the Throne of God, ſo the Saints caft 8 
down their Crowns at his Feet, ſaying, Worthy is Row. v.12; 
the Lamb that was lain, to receive Honour. and 


4 i 7 


Glory, and Strength, aud Salvation, and Power, 


and _— | ba 
The Promiſes pay all the Clory that ariſes 01 


| from? em to the Giver, They are in Chrift Feſus 2 Cor. i. 


Yea, and in him Amen, to the Glory f Gop by? 

us. | "Upon Earth he declares his Power and Wii- 

dom; in Hell he has placed the Monuments of 

his Holineſs and Juſtice 3 but in Heaven his Mercy 

is Built up for ever. That's the great Fabrick, Pal. 
that's the Pillar of Renown, upon which he has Ixxxix. 2. 
inſcribed-his Name, and drawn out the Memorials _ 

of his Goodneſs, There has he put the Branch of Ila lx. al. 
bis Planting, and the Work of his 2 that he 

may be glorified. - „ 
Thus our Saviour 8 of his own Portion 3 


his People; as well as heirs in him: that it is not 


n their Honour that is exhibited there, but 
D theirs 


ew os 

theirs ws blazing out upon bi. All mite are thine, 
Joh. xvii. and thine are mine, and I am glorified in them. 
10. The Righteous are to ſhine out, but it is in che 
Dede of their Father. Chriſt comes to be glo- 
2 Tbeſr rified in his Saints, and admired in all them that be- 
i. 10. ljieve. Thus much is to be concluded from our 


having an Inheritance, as Abraham had his, ) 


Promiſe: We have no ſeparate Honours From him, 
but they are all to be regarded in him 3 for he is 


| Rom. vii, the firſt-born among many Brethren. ' 


29. 44. As they are called. Promiſes, it denotes a Per- 
petit of the Bleſſing. If we had nothing but à 


dare Reward of Duty, in this World it would 


hardly amount to any thing at all; but if ir did, it 


muſt riſe and fall, increafe and diminiſp, be conti- 
nued and interrupted according to the ſeveral turns 
of the War, whilſt the Spirit luſteth Alt the 
Fleſh, and the Fleſh againſt the Spirit. 

IF our Salvation was not of Grace, the Promiſe 
nes iv. could not be /ure io all tbe Seed: But if he has choſen 
16 us of bis own good Pleaſure, it is neceſſary. for his 
1 Tim. ii. Honour, that the Gifts and Calling of Gop 


Rom. v. Himſelf. If we are reconciled to Gop by the Deaib 
10 of his Son, much more Being ran ſhall we be 
f«aved by his Life. If we have coſt him his Blood, 
he has paid too dear to loſe us in his Kingdom.” If 
he had no reaſon to fake us into his Family, he 
has none to urn us out. The Love that acted 
from itſelf at firſt, when we were yet Sinners, can- 
not ſuffer a Change after he has made us Saints. 
The Merit of Worts, if they had any, muſt 
have an end. There's 4 certain Meaſure beyond 
© which they can deſerve no more. But the Birth of 
a Promiſe, the bringing forth of a Decree, can be 
no leſs than everlaſting. In this Lie we look for 
Ti. i. 2. Heaven: In this way we wy held on eternal Life, 


which God that cannot ye *promiſed before the 
World _ "Tis a Promiſe that brings #/'to- = | 


* 


be 207th- 
13. out Nepentance. He abides faithful ; be cannot deny 


. ge - gene 
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; Name. | 


And as the Scripture has often made uſe of this 


or look for in the Vanity of their Minds; but 


to ſet his Foot on, He had it no more than in 


vi jence e e e re has ſo 
wah Li wait fo! apt 


Pn 


and it. is 2. Promiſe that brings a us to it. Thus we 
came to know it, and thus we come to have it. And 
1455 the firſt of thoſe three Heads, under which 

[diſtributed my Text, to conſider this Happineſs in 
the Value of the 7 104 and the Reaſon 28 the 


N. We mult here. open the Nabil r 
tereſt in this Happineſs, and the Poſſeſſion that the 
Saints have of it, that is called an Iuberitance. 


Ward, it deſerves our Inquiry, what is meant by 
it. It ſignifies, _ 

1. A real Poſſeſſion of what is promiſed. 

2, A rightful Claim to what is 8 

3. A derived Title from another. And, 

4. A ſecure Enjoyment to ourſelves. | 
1. An Inheritance is a Poſſeſſion of what i is real 
and ſubſtantial ; not what People imagine, defire, 


what they e either have or Hall have. With reſpect - 

to this, it is ſaid, that though God promiſed the 

Land of Canaan to Abraham, and his Seed, yet he 

gave him 10 Inheritance in it, no not ſo much as Ag. vii.g; 


Hope or Proſpect; and that not for himſelf; but for 
his Seed; and therefore defired a Pledge to con- 
firm. his Faith about a Matter, that ſhould never | 
be his Lot: Lord Go p, whereby may I know that Cen. XV. 
I ſhall inherit it. But i it is in another er Senſe of the®: 
Word that Jgbbu is ſaid to go over with the Peo- 
ple, and cauſe them to inherit the Land. 
'T'is not in this viſionary way that we talk of 
nheriting the Promiſes. *Tis true, au viſſ 1. 
magination is all we haye of it at preſent; Ir 
15 85 not 1 what we ſhall be. We are only 2 | 
layed by Hope; and Hope that is een i 5 not H Li viii, 
107 erefore we hope for what we ſee not, nd 


cro 
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13 to intimate the ſubſtantial Value of the Place. We 
Rev. xxi. are told of its having twelve Foundations, and 
22. twelve Gates, and at every Gate twelve Angels, as 


if it was to rivet the Conviction, that there can be 


no Decay in the City, and no Danger about it. I 
Prov. vill. will cauſe them, ſays Chriſt, that love me, to inherit 


21. Subſtance; and I will fill their Treaſures, We have 
Eph. i. 14. now the Earneſt of the Inheritance, till the Redemp- 


1Pet.i. 4. tion of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion. It is incorrup- 
tible, and undefiled, and fades not away. 19 

2. We uſually ſpeak of an Inheritance as a thing 

to which Perſons have a rightful Claim. It is their 

. own, either as poſſeſſed by em, or belonging to 
Gen. em: As Jacob ſays to Joſeph, I have given thee 
Joh. viv. ve Portion above thy Brethren. And this, ſeveral 
32. Generations afterwards, became the Inheritance of 
— % ͥ¶½½ _2.5q95%; 
Now, upon what Grounds can we, who do ſo 
little for God, have theſe large Expectations from 
him? A Perſon may give us a great Eſtate in a 


moment, and put us into poſſeſſion as ſoon as we 


hear of it; but unleſs he makes it over before- 
Band, we ſhall ſcarce call it an Inheritance, whilſt we 


know nothing of the matter. And therefore the 
Word is uſed with a Variety in the Scripture, ſome - 


times to ſignify what hall be, and ſometimes what 
: ly is. I 5. „ 
Gal. iv. 1. Thus we read of an Heir, whilſt he is a Child, 


that he differs nothing from a Servant, though he 


is Lord of all, but is under Tutors and Gover- 


nors, till the time appointed of the Father. On the 
other hand, we are told of the Angels, that they 
6 are 


crouded the Account, that there is no room to 
ſuſpect the Reality either of the Place or the T; bing, \ 
Heb xi, *Tis a City that has Foundations. And as this is 
8 what muſt be in all Cities, we may ſuppoſe it means 
ſomething very glorious, when it is mentioned as 
peculiar to his, of which the Builder and Maker 
is God, We have two Words of the ſame Import, 


-  & TEE " &- WV we 


ak 


xe miniſtring $ 1 to them who ſhall be Heirs of Heb, i i + 
Salvation. In the former place, a Perſon is called 

an Heir from what he ſhall be „ and in the latter, 

from what he is. The Title is deferred till the 
Poſſeſſion - comes; however both of 'em either 

claim it, or enjoy it in a rightful way. And what Heb. iii. 
is it that gives the Believer this Confidence, which '4- 

he holds firm and fedfaſt to the end? In what 

Terms does he put in his Claim? Does he uſe the ' | 
Language of the Prodigal Son? Father, give me Luke xv, | 
the Portion of Goods that falleth to me. e 
Advocate of Merit call to any of them above, and 

ke what they'll anſwer him. To which of the Saints Job v. 1. 
vill he turn? Not to righteous Abel, who through Heb. xi. 
Faith alone offered his more excellent Sacrifice. 4. = 
Not to Abraham, who never pretended to glory be- Rom. i iv, 
fire God, Not to Daniel, who confeſſes, We pre- 

ſent not our Supplications before thee for our Righ- 1g. 'S 
truſneſs, but for thy great Mercy, Not to the 
Apoſtle Paul, who laboured more abundantly" than 1 Cor, xv. 


any Man, dut defires to be found in the Righteouf- 10. 


wſs which is of God by Faith. And if he does not mn 
get to Heaven till he meets with a Fellow-worker, 
an Advocate for Merit, who deſerved a Place there, 
he muſt be kept out for ever. There is no ſuch 
Doctrine preach'd 7o that City; and there is no ſuch 
Example to be found in it. He will ſee enough of a 
Condemnation by Works in Hell : There is val 
but a Recompence of Reward ; but in Heaven it's | Rom. vi. 
the Gift of Go p thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 

3. An Inheritance uſually ſignifies a Title "Ag 
d from another. What a Man arrives at, as the 
Fruit of his Labour, the Wort of bis Hands, we 
ſeldom call by this Name; but generally mention 
that as the Inberitance of Fathers, which we are 
born to. They who have gone before us have at- 
tain'd and ſecured it for us; and that which is now 

a great Eſtate, has been orowing'i into this _— by 


= Du of ſeveral Generations 1 A good | Man 
leaves 


| | (22) 
he 77 an  Inbirizae. to his Childrens Children; 
Were it not for a long Train of Proſperity through 
former Ages, ſome of the moſt wealthy Perſons 

muſt have come as naked into the World as the 
ſhall go out of it. Others have labour'd, and chei 
: £4] 1 no into their Labours.- : 
gr ſuch an Obligation is entaipd on all Believ. 
They are made rich by the Purchaſe of ano- 
: LE vi. = The firſt Purchaſe is made of their Perſons: 
| bo, 4 They are bought with à Price; redeem'd by the 
fer 2rocious Blood of the Son of GD. The next is of 
Rev. i. G their Pardon: They are waſhed from their Sins in 
5 the ſame Blood of the Lamb. The next is of their 
Sandi iſication: He that gave himſelf for their Ini. 


1 1 Tit. i. 14: quities, has purified to bimſelf a. peculiar People, 


lous of good Works. And the laſt is of their 
R; : He through his own Blood enter d in- 
| Heb. in to che Holieſt of all, having obrained eternal Re- 
12. demption for us. Nor did he go to his own Happi- 
11.000 till he had ſecured #beirs, Having by himſelf 
away our 'Sins, be for evpr for wo at the 
icht Hand of the Maje ty on high, Gop ge- 
Eph. i. 10. thers togetber in one all things in Chr R, both which 
arte in Heaven, and which are on Earth, even in 
bim; in whom we alſo have obtained an Jnheri- 
tance. Whatever difficulty Men find in owning 
him on Earth, they that are accounted worthy to 
1 that 3 = 15 enough about it. You 
wt, wi of what they believe by what they ſpeak. 
Rev. v. 9. Fee their Faith in their Songs : 7. . Wor- 
im, for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God 

| by thy Blood out of every Kindred, and Tongue, 
Col. i. 12. and People, and Nation. This gives em an Iube- 
ritance with the Saints in Light. Their being thus 
Jam. ii. 5. choſen * him makes em Heirs of the Kingdom, 

| which Gop hath, promiſed to them that love him. 
4. An Inheritance fignifies a ſecure Enjoyment. 
Tis ours alone; nor does any Stranger intermeddle 
1 ir. A Failure in 3 affe A 


this World. There's an Acruſer of . the very 


— 


" 23 5 | . | 
failure of Juſtice 3 that the Foundations of the: 
Farth are out of courſe. But there is no rom for 
ſuch Fears, or any thing like a Suſpicion in his 5 
Court, whoſe: Tbront is 18 for ever and ever, and a Pfal. xlv. 6. 


2 of Righvevaſwaſs i is the: mu of r goal 
ber ce ed ben ie ee Ya 


— 2 xii, 
tbren, who brings his Accuſations before Go day o. 
and night. But now he is baffled, and will here. 
ifter be caſt down. Plending againſt their Hap- 
pineſs, is arraigning the Blood of the Lamb as in- 
{ cient for their Pardon. But he that has ford it 
will vow it. Mey owe nothing to the Lam by 
vay of Sati)f aftion, for the Lond hath laid ja 4 lit. 6, 
lin the Iniquities of us all; and e oes nothing to 
the Law by way bf Obedience; for being well plea- If. xlii. 
ſs for his Righteouſneſs fake, he has mapnified abe 21. 
Lam, and made it honourable. And Fr $a > 
ter he \has: called them in, Come ye Bleſſed, Who will Matt. xxv. 
be able to urn em vnt, and lay, Gs ye Curſad? 3. 
bo ſhull lay any r to the churge f Gad's Eletg, Rom. vii. 
or call them guilty ? 2 is Go that jyfifics. 3,34 
Who is he — —.— ſeeing at-is Chriſt that 
. or rather is riſen * 8 n 
The laſt Head i into which I diſpoſed of this Sub- 
ect, is the Fay and Method of their :inber:iting the 
Promiſes, | who have received em ; and of our be- 
ng Followers, who are going aſter; and that is, 
through Faith and Patience. This is the good old 
Road, Many Thouſands maue walked 
and have found Reſt to their Souls. This is the 
Matter of our Preaching. Wie have nothing mew 
w tell you, but what all the People of G op chave 
own'd and experienced. However, as theſe two 
Principles of practical (Holineſs are laid out wich a 
greater Compaſs in the Bible, than we ſind in the 
1 — who negle& * on be. of 


opinion 


* 


4 1 * 


. + 
* A 


. _ opinion with me, that they are too copious for 4 
' Fieceof a Sermon, and deſerve to fill a whole; one. 
Iwill therefore o a ſhorter Conclufion to this Diſ. 

- -. "courſe in a few Particulars. Our getting /o Heaven 
may be regarded with the Songs of the Angels up- 

on Chriſt's coming from it. If all that is contain d 

there are Promiſes, and our Share in em comes by 
wayof Inberitance, let us ſay as they ſung, Glory 
Luke il. 10 Cod in the bigbeſt, on Earth Peace, and Good. 


Firſt, Here's a Foundation laid for Glory to God 


in the higheſt. The Glory of his Mercy, in ap- 
pointing ſuch an Happineſs; the Glory of his ii. 

dom, in contriving t e Way; the Glory of his 7 

tie, in making it 4 Purchaſe 3 the Glory of his 
Grace, in making it a Promiſe. © |» 
1. Here's the Glory of his Mercy in the Ap- 
poiĩntment of this Portion. Of bis own good plea- 

ſure be has given you the Kingdom. Mercy has no 

. reaſon for acting, but what is taken from it/elf. He 
Rom. ix. is gracious, becauſe be will be gracious z and he will 
15 have Compaſlion, becauſe he will have Compaſſion. 
Tis all ſovereign, abſolute, ſelf-willed, and felf- 
moved. Why is there no more place in Heaven 

for thoſe Angels, who were made for it? And, 

why muſt that be the Place for Men, who were 

not? Why | muſt a Redemption do for the Human 
Nature, what the Creation never did? Why vill 

he who ſaw all things to be very good, not be con- 

tent with this, but make em better? What reaſon 

have we to be any. nearer the King, after he had 
made us loter than the Angels? | ' © 

2. Here's the Glory of his Wiſdom in contriv- 

ing a Way, that could never have been found out 

or imagined: That Creatures dwelling in Houſes 

of Clay, who have their Foundation in the Duft, 
ſhould have their Top: tone in Heaven; that after 
dwelling in Fleſh and Blood, the Spirits of juſt 

Men ſhould be made perfect; that Sinners _ 
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6 25 7 2 
be Favourites 3 that their Taiqut) ſhould be both 
puniſhed and pardoned, both revenged and fertioved 
to the utterinoſt, without the leaſt. Damage to any 
Attribute of the Divine Nature, ' of Los to thẽ 
Human, is marvellous in ouf Eyes. 8 
3. Here's the Glory of his Juſtice. The Law 
was unalterable ; In the Day that thou eatef thereof . 
thou ſhalt ſurely die. And as Death paſſed upon all 
Men, it paſſed upon Him who was the Seed of the 
Woman. Though he knew no Sin, yet has he all 


the Puniſhment. He became guilty of what he ne- 2 Cor. vi, 
ver did, being made Sin for us; and bought for?? 


us a Title that we never had ; for weare made the 
Righteouſneſs of God in him. 
4. Here's the Glory of his Grace, in makicls 
that, which was a Purchaſe in him, a Promiſe to 
us, By him it was paid; to us it is free; ; and 
therefore we may well ſay, 

Secondly, On Earth Peace, The Earth was 
the Seat of Battle and War. Here Man rebelled 


againſt Go p, and then ran away from him; with Gen. ii 
the Guilt of a Sinner he had the Heart of a Slave. 8. 


But here is Peace in Law, Peace in Conſcience, 


Peace in Temper, and Peace in View. 


1. The Law that works Wrath is made to ſpeak 


Peace. It has got all that it wanted. Our War- 1 xl. 2. 
fare is accompliſhed, our Iniguity is pardoned; and, 


in our Surety, we have received at the Lord's 
hand double for all our Sins. There is more than 
all the Vengeance of Hell in the Sufferings of 


Chriſt, When he made his Soul an Offering for Ia. u. 10. 


Sin, it was as much as Sin deſerved; and there- 
fore the Chaſtiſement of our Peace being upon him, 
by his Stripes we are healed. The Lord has laid on 
him the Iniquity of us all. There's not a Grain of 
Guilt that was not laid on then, when he ſuſtain'd 


the Puniſhment due to all the Sins of all the Ele& © 
in all the 9 of the World. 


1 2. From 


Heb. vii. ter the bringing in of a better Hope, by which We 


19. 


jer. ui. 


22. 


Pfal. xvi. 
9. 
If. lvii 


Luke ii. 


10. 


Acts xvii. to al] People. He calls all Men every where to re- 


30. 


2; From this there ariſes a 63 of Conſcience, 


Which is the Reſult and Teſtimony of a Peace 
with Gop. There's no more hearing his Voice, 
and being afraid : No more running from him, af- 


draw nigh unto him, 


3. There's a Peace of Temper. Our Eyes are 
opened upon things that belong to our Peace, We 
are reconciled to Gap as be is to us. The Strange. 
neſs is over on both ſides. And inſtead of faying 


to him, Depart from us, it is the Voice of every 


Convert, Bebold, we come unto thee, for thou art 


the Lord our God 


4. There's a Peace in View, both for Soul and 


Even this dying Part is to reſt in Hope. 


, And they that thus lie 4n their Beds do enter into 


Peace, every one that walks in his Uprightneſs, 
And hence we may argue, 


* Thirdly, That there's a Good-will towards Men x 


a general Publication of his Love to all ; a parti- 


6.4 Defign of it to thoſe he has choſen ; a conti- 


nual Attention to *em on Earth; and a large Pro- 
viſion for em in Heaven. 

1. He orders the Goſpel to be preached to all i in 
a general way, to ſhew how much Go p loved the 
World. Theſe were the glad Tidings of great Joy 


pent, Nevertheleſs I own, 
2. This would be ever in vain, were it not guid- 


ed by the inward Springs of Grace and Favour to 


Rom. ix. thoſs Veſſels of Mercy, whom he has afore-ordained 


23. 


to Glory. Of his own Good-will he has begotten us 


by the Word of Truth. The Goſpel is like the 


Sun and the Rain, that reach all Places, both the 
Wilderneſs and the fruitful Field, And though it 
does no ggod on the barren Mountains, yet it ſhall 


Ifa, lv, 11. not return unto him void, but Ireen in the 9 


unto which be fent it. 


Per: 3 3. A 
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SERMON III. 


without Partiality and without Hypocriſy, 


1 
3. A Good- will ſignifies a continual Attention 
to em. It is faid of David, The King*s Heart was 
towards Abſalom : He was always thinking of him. 
Thus has Gop an unmoveable Defire to the Work 
of his own Hands. There's the Good. will of bim 


> 


that dwelt in the Buſh to reſt upon em. 
4. There's a large Proviſion for em in Heaven. 


8 7 . 2 ” F * K : # ; 
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III. "+ HE next thing that I have laid out as 


another genetal Head, is the Way and 
Method of inheriting theſe Promiſes; 
how the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect have done 
il, and how we that are only their Followers muſt 
hope to do it : And there's but one Road for both the 
Generations of the Righteous, thoſe under the Old 

Teftament, who were looking for a Saviour to come, 
and for us under the New, who believe he is come, 


and therefore don't look for another. 


There are two Principles, that have animated al! 


the true Religion, that ever was in the World, what 


was in the Beginning, now is, and ever ſhall be, 
Faith and Patience, What the Scripture would 
have us underſtand by theſe, and what Chriſtianity 
would incline us to dere and reach after, I think 
hes plain before us quite through the Bible, and 


with a particular Evidence in this Epiſtle to the 


Hebrews, to which I will be chiefly confined, I. 


ſhall conſider them according to the Diſtinction in 
which they are here mentioned. Let us inquire 


Firſt, 


* 
- 
oy 
4 * 


5 


Father, I will that they be with me: His Heart is Joh. xvii. | 
ſet upon having Them ; and theirs are/ſet upon going 25: 

to Him : for through Faith and Patience they are 

getting forwards to inherit the Promiſes  _ 


(28) 

Firſt, Into the Nature of Faith : And, 

Secondly, Into the Uſe and Operation of that 
Patience, which they all had, who inherit the Pro- 
miles, and which we muſt have, who ſee em afar 
off. If theſe are Words of an uncertain Sound, 
and to be ſunk as low as the Religion of the Hea- 
then, the Nations that knew not Gop, we ſhall 
make but a very little matter of the ggod Report 
that the Elders have obtained. _ 

Firſt, I begin with their Faith. And becauſe it 
js ever mentioned as the main Wheel, the ſovereign 
Principle of all Religion, I am obliged, with the 
utmoſt Care and Caution, to obſerve what Gop 
has ſaid about it in his Word. As to the Vagaries 
of a wild Imagination, that ſome have run into, 
they are nothing to me. A natural Account of ſu- 
3 Principles is walking in a vain Shew, 
and diſquieting ourſelves and others in vain. Four 
Particulars are what we owe to a a ju Inquiry. 

1. The Principle of Faith. 

2. The Object. | 
3. The Evidence. ; | | 
4. The Operation. What it is; Il bere it fixes; 
| Why i it believes; and How it acts. 

I. As to the Principle of Faith, or the Faculty 
of Believing, it is our Aſſent to a Truth, or Con- 
ſent to a Duty, upon the Teſtimony or Perſua- 
-fion of another. We either think or act in ſub- 
jection to what is declared to us, or required of us. 
This is called the Obedience of Faith, for which 
there muſt be the Revelation of a Myſtery. Thoſe 
Sentiments or Inclinations, that are the Growth of 
our own Mind, are quite of another caſt ; and 
cannot without a Force upon the Word be called 
by the Name of Faith; for Faith muſt have theſe 
four Ingredients, 

(1.) There is to be a ſolid fixed Opinion, either 
that ſuch a Propoſition is true, or ſuch an Advice 
15 __ As to jo Chris we muſt be feb? 


(29) 

in the Faith, and not moved away from the Hope of Col. i. 23. 

the Goſpel 3 rooted and grounded; continuing in the 2 Tim. iy. 

things, that we have been aſſured of, knowing of '4- , 

whom we have learned 'em. Children that are 

carried about with every Wind of Doftrint, can't be Eph. ir. 

called Believers. They may be Seekers, Doubters, 74: 

Diſouters of this World, and Free-thinkers ; but 

they that believe every 1hing believe nothing. Like 

the Raven out of the Ark, they fly to and fro, 

they get no Settlement; they bring no Tidings, 

but are always roving into many Inventions. | 

Whereas they that reſemble the Dove, muſt have a 

Place to reſt the Sole of their Foot upon, Believing 

every Spirit js the moſt dangerous Temper : Trying 

'em is the Work of a Chriſtian, And very often 

ſuch a Credulity and Infidelity can go together, . _ 

as our Saviour takes notice to the 7eme, I am Joh wh . 

come in my Father's Name, and ye receive me 33. 

not; if another Man come in his own Name, bim ye 

wil recti, I yn on ß drome © 
An upright, Man is afraid of being deceived. - 

He dare not take Matters upon truſt z. but proves 

al things, that he may Hold faſt that which is good. 

'Twas the Honour of the Epbhęſians, that they had R 

lied them that ſaid they were Apoſtſks, and were p,, ii. 2. 

not, and found em Lyars. Tis a Shame and a 

Snare for any Profeſſors to be ever learning, and 

never able to come to the Knowledge of the Truth. 2Tim. iii. 

Beloved, believe not every Spirit; but try the Spi- 7. 

rits, whether they be of Cod; becauſe many falſe 1 Joh. ii. 

Prophets are gone out into the World, It is the. 2 

Work of the Spirit, who, in the room of Chriſt, | 

is the laſt Teacher come from Go p, to lead us info 

al Truth. Ye have an Unction from the Holy 1 Joh. ii. 

One, and ye know all things. And wwe know, that 20. | 

the Son of G o Þ is come, and has given us an Un- V- 20. 

derſtanding, that we may know him that is true: 

And we are in him that is true, even in his Son Je- 

lus Chriſt : This is the True God, and e ae: 

I hole 


# 


C 
. Thoſe People are not led by the Spirit of Gov, 
Jam. i. 8. ga are double. minded, and unſtable in all their 
They who tell us, that there is no Certainty in 
Matters of Faith, have denied the Faith; they are 
reprobate concerning it, and reduce the Things of 
Go to a State of Contempt, that we would not 
endure any Bufinefs in Life to fall under. Solomon 

Prov, xii. writ, that we may know the Certainly of the Word; 
2. of Truth: And the Evangeliſt Luk? calls his Goſpel, 

Luke i. 4. 4 Declaration of thoſe things, that are moſt ſurely 

_ believed among us. And as to one particular Ar- 
ticle, the Diſciples could ſay, We believe, and are 
* Toh. vi. 

69. ing Gov. Fe: 5 420 5 
Heb. x. This is meant by he full Aſſurance of Faith, a 
22. firm Perſuafion of the Things themſelves, and not 
a2 anꝗn inward Satisfaction about our Intereſt in em. 

That's quite another matter, and purely experi- 

mental, as to which we may ſit in Darkneſs, 

IIa. I. 10. and ſee no Light. This I lay down, both for the 

Character, and for the Honour of Faith; that it is 

a ſolid, fixed, eftablifhed Opinion. Ye ſhall know 
the Truth, and the Truth ſhall make you free. 

And ſo it is in the practical Uſe of it. We may 
be fully ſet upon doing ſomething, without any he- 

ſitation, or halting between two Opinions. It is 

what we chooſe with all the Defire of our Minds, 

and determine not to be diverted from it, or turn 

aſide to the Right Hand or to the Left. This is 

alſo the Temper of a Chriſtian ; he will ferve the 

Pal. cxix. Lord; he has ſworn, and will perform it, to keep 

his righteous Judgments. And ſuch a peremptory 

Turn of Soul is neceſſary to all true Religion. 

Acts xi. With full Purpoſe of Heart we cleave unto the 

E Lb 

| ( 2.) This Opinion or Inclination that is of va- 

lue with us, is ſuppoſed to have its Riſe from 

nothing that was originally in eur ſelves. There 

RT 8 g are 


1 
Joh. viii. 


32. 


Jure, that thou art the Chriſt, the Son of the Liv- - 


- Tam)!" 


re Principles that are born, and grow up with 
human Nature: Such ways of thinking and act - 


ing are inſeparable from us. But this is not pro- 
perly believing. Thus it is in Religion. The Chri- 


tian proceeds upon the Work of tbe Law written in 
bis Heart. What he receives from above, does not 


me out the original Principles that he had within: 
He owns by the Light of Nature an eternal Power 
and Godhead ; he is faithful to the general Convidti- 
ons of doing Juſtice and loving Mercy, and walking 


Rom. i. 
20. 


humbly with his God. The Light of Nature is 


erer ſac red to a Believer; Revelation brightens it, 


improves and conſeerates it to the Lord of the 


whole Earth; but it does not extinguiſh it. 
However, this is not properly Faitb; and leaſt 
of all ſhould it be called by the Name of Chrift 
dwelling in us. If hat's the Light, that lightens 
erery Man who comes into the World, we are 
fure that this Light is Darkneſs; for the wbole 
World lies in wickedneſs, Revelation and Nature 
re ſpoke of as two different unequal things: the 
Light ſhone in Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs com- 
prebended it not. "vp | 
(3.) Faith recejves an Opinian or embraces a 
Reſolution on the 2%imony or Perſuaſion of ano- 
ther. Whether this is to ſubject your own Rea- 
ſon to an Uſurpation, may be ſoon determined. I 
ſhould think my ſelf in no danger of a flaviſh 
implicit Obedience, by that Advice of Solomon, 
Bow down thine Ear to the Words of the Wiſe ; and 
apply thine Heart to my Knowledge. It is a plea- 


Jant thing if thou keep them within thee ;, they ſhall 


whal be fitted to thy Lips. That thy Truſt may be 


t Joh. v. | 
19. 


Joh. i. 
5. | 


Pro. xæxii. 5 
17, 18, 19, 
20. 


in the Lord, I have made known to thee this day, | 


even to thee, Have I not written to thee excellent 
things in Counſel and Knowledge? To ſay, we can 
never do this with any certainty, is talking againſt 
the Experience of all Mankind. There is a Faith 


We give to publick Hiſtory, to private Report, to 


the 


9, 10. 


they do aſſent to what Eye has not ſeen, nor Ear 
Cor. ii. heard, nor could it have entered into the Heart of 
_ Man, becauſe he that ſearches the deep things of 
of deceiving, and liable to be deceived ; yet to 


| ceived, is againſt the whole Conduct of human 
Life ; and ſuch a vain Talker becomes as unwor- 


ſon of Character will ſuffer Bis Word to be uſed 


does not believe upon the Authority of fallib!! 


.. impoſing their Notions, they have entrench'd 'en 


(32). 


the fuperiour Knowledge of others, without which . 


all Converſation would be at an end. We believe 
many things that we could never have known, had  _ 
they not been told us. I no more doubt that there 
are ſuch Places as Rome or France, than I do that 5 
there is a City called London, tho I have never l 


been at either of em. I am fully perſuaded that Y /* 


there is a Skill in ſeveral Parts of Learning to * 
which I am a Stranger ; (and eſpecially as to the 
mechanical Powers of Motion) from thoſe that have ; 
ſeen it, and can ſhow it. And it would be groſs 
Ignorance, or ſomething worſe, in me, to ſuſpect 
or deny what he that tells me 1s able to demon- 
ſtrate : It would only ſhew that the Sluggard fl 
is wiſer in bis own conceit, than ſeven Men, who 
can render a Reaſon. . 
Now, this is the Patience and Faith of the Saints; 


— 


God has reveaPd em. Tho? all Men are capable 


ſay in every Caſe, they do deceive, or are de- 


thy of Society, as he is unſuitable o it. No Per- 


as the Word of Go p is. Such a pragmatical Infide- 
delity would be called indecent and abominable. 
Now, this is the Caſe of the Chriſtian. He 


Men, as ſome have confidently affirmed, without 
any Reaſon or Ground, any Fear or Shame. 
Creeds, Confeflions and Catechiſms, may give Us 
the methodical Summary of our Faith, but they 
are not the. Arguments for it. Thoſe holy and 
learned Aſſemblies who collected em, could on) 
tell us what themſelves believed. But inſtead of 


withn 


alue it has for him that gives it. 


(233 


within a number of 8 that are ſubmitted. 
to the Judgment of every Reader. 
(4). Faith takes this Teſtimony according to the. 


F - 
4% | 


If L. have no 
Suſpicion of a Perſon's Wiſdom, or his Integrity, 
can as much reſt upon his Word, as my own Ob- 
ſervation, Me have received the Witneſs of Men, Tots 557 
and we muſt do ſo, unleſs we will go out of the? | 
World. Now 'the Witneſs of God is greater, and 
eſpecially. the Witneſs he bas given of bis Son: 
He who believes that God is, muſt believe every 
thing that God ſays ; becauſe his firſt Notions of 
him are, that he is infinitely wiſe, and cannot be 
ignorant of what is true; he is en good, and 
cannot reveal what is falſe. e e 

Whether he has given us any more Knowledge. 


of himſelf in his Word, than he had written in our 


Hearts, is a Queſtion that, does not at preſent. lie 
before me. Tho? I ſhould think, if a Perſon com- 
pares our Bible with the Religion of Nature, he 
muſt have an arbitrary untoward Humour, who 
heſitates about giving it the preference. Whether 
Revelation is truer than the Light of Reaſon, or 
no, we can have no ſuſpicion of its being better in 
Precepts, Promiſes, Examples, and Argument. 
But howſoever this caſe is to be determin d, I 


ſhould eaſily conclude, that if Gop has given us a 


later Light, it is not to be tried, adjuſted or.con- 
demned by the former. I may ſay of the two 


Diſpenſations, as the Apoſtle does of the two Co- 8 vil. 


venants, if there bad been. no fault found with the d. 
firſt, there could be no place for the ſecond. If Rea- 
ſon is ſufficient, Revelation is ſuperfluous; what 
ſignifies Gop's ſaying any more, if he has already 
ſaid enough ?, But, on the other hand, if. he has 
given us what we had not before, it is an argument 
that we wanted it. And if he tells us marvellous 


things that we know hot, he expects an uncondi- | 
Me are to receive 
hat 


tional Acquieſcence in it. 


(34) 


have his Veracity or Authority tried at our Bar. 


| F. 8 Job xl. 2. Shall be that contends with the Almighty infiruf him N 


He that reproves God, let him anſwer it. 


The Promiſe to Abraham, that he ſhould have a 


Acts vii. 5- numerous Seed, when as yet he had no Child, is what 
18. 


Faith thro* which the Elders are gone up to inherit 
the Promiſes. 


2. Our next Enquiry i is into the Obe of this 
Faith that regards the Promiſes, and prepares us to 


inherit em with the Saints in Light. Tis in ge- 
neral a believing ſomething upon he Teſtimony of 
another. Now, what is the Thing that they believ- 
ed for, or the Perſon they believed in? The great 
_ comprehenſive Promiſe which they believed, and 
were perſuaded of, was Eternal Life. 
That there was fach.a Prov on; 
That for them it was deſigned; 
To this they were called and invited; 
For it they were prepared and exalted d. 2245 
Thither they /ooked, and thither they are gone. 


T his was the Soul of their Religion both in Earth 


and in Heaven. But all theſe Views directed %em 


to a certain Perſon who undertook they ſhould have 
a Title toit, a Fitneſs for it, and a Pole Mon of it. 


There was never any but One to whom this 
1Pct.i.zo. Truſt was committed; who, being  fore-ordained 


before 'the World to our Glory, Ss manifeſt in 


: theſe laſt Times to us. And this is no other than 
1 Th. ii. the One Mediator between God and Man, the Man 
Cbriſt Jeſus, As we could have no Hopes that 


him who reveaPd the Thing, that we can learn who 


way 


| What he has told us, and conſent to what he has | 
appointed us, without gainſaying, He will never 


Rom. iv. he believed in Hope and againſt Hope. The Com- 

. mand to go into another Country, is what he com- 
Heb. xi.8. plied with, tho” be knew not whither he went. I 

| take this to be a juſt and proper Account of the 


there would be any Salvation, fo it is only from 


iS 4 And what i is ſaid of bin, is every 


2 r „ 
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(35) 
way ſuited to our Dependence on him for this great 
Portion of eternal Life. As he is not of our chooſ- 

ing, he is not of our — We muſt take his 
rv 


Character in the ſame unreſerved way that we do 
his Benefits; and believe him to be neitker more 
nor leſs than the Scripture has ſaid he is. There 
are four Titles under which he is held forth quite 


5 through the Bible, and eſpecially in this Epiſtle to 


the Hebrews. He is ſaid to be 
1. The Supreme Eternal Gf. 


2. An incarnate appointed Saviour, 


3. A complete and meritorious Sacrifice. 
4. An effectual and independent Sovereign. 
Thus was he expected, regarded, and delighted 
in by thoſe that embraced the Promiſes, and are 


no gone up to inherit em. This was the Reve- 


lation they had, this was the Profeſſion they made; 


and if we do not follow them in their Faith, we 
ſhall never get to their Inberitance. That he is in 
this light made known to us quite through the 


Bible, I have long believed, and openly declared. 
(i.) Theſe Hebrews, who were now Chriſtians, 


found the Religion they embraced to be the ſame 


with that of old. Jeſus Chriſt was the Hope of their 


Fathers, the Hope of Iſrael. Our Apoſtle knew 


very well, that they looked upon the Twelve Tribes 


as a peculiar People to the Gop of the whole Earth. 


They would never have ſubmitted to the Name of 
Chriſtians, if they did not think that it meant as 
much as he Iſrael of God. He therefore tells em, 


that Gop ſpeaks to 'em & ww n, in bis Son It Heb, i. 1. 


was the Divine Nature in the Human. They had 


the Light of the Knowledge of he Glory of God in 
the Face or Perſon of Feſus Chriſt, Tho' he is 
called the Image of the Inviſible God, yet it was not 
an imaginary Deity. Gop had told "em they 
| ſhould have no Image or Likeneſs af any thing in 
Heaven above; and certainly then he himſelf would 


make none; but ſays of him who is ſo entitled, 
— Fx Thou 


(36) 


[| Vi, 12. of the Earth, and the Heavens are the Work of thing 


= —_— —— * 


ed, but thou art the ſame, and thy Years fail not. 

If theſe Words fall ſhort of a Supreme Deity, I 
know not what Deſcriptions are able to come up 
with it; or how the [Scripture can ſay enough of 
the real God, when it has thrown out ſo much up- 
on a Titular One. There is a current Evidence to 
Ch. ii. 5. this Doctrine quite thro? the Epiſtle: To Him is put 
in ſubjection the World to come. Whether you un- 
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Ver. 11. ven. Again, it is he who ſandtißes; and ſurely, he 


is @ Son over bis own Houſe; and if he is not Lord 
Ch. vii. of all, he is the only Son who is not ſo. He conti- 
 nues for ever, and therefore has an unchangeable 
Prieſthood : Jo fay that he is made to be Eternal, 
is no more than every Prieſt ſhall be; and therefore 


well as 20 Everlaſting, it ſignifies nothing peculiar; 
and there was no occaſion there ſhould ariſe another 
Prieſt after the Order of Melchizedek. Moſes be- 
Ch. xi 27. held him who is inviſible; that is, the King Eternal, 
Ch. xii, Immortal, Invifible, the only Wiſe God. He ſpeaks 
25. from Heaven; not as a Meſſenger, but a Sovereign; 

becauſe his Voice will ſhake both Heaven and Earth. 
Their Faith would have no advantage from the 


ever, his obtaining an eternal Redemption, and a 
Kingdom that cannot be moved, if he was not the 
Ch. xili. 8. ſame yeſterday, to day, and * ever. 

__ (2.) Their Faith was in him as an incarnate ap- 
Gal. iv. 4. pointed Mediator. The Son of God ſent forth, ade 


day, like ſome in ours, believed not that Jeſus 
Firs was come in 0 F my Such a one was a 


— — —ü—ꝓ— 


Heb. i. io, Thu Lord haſt in the Beginning laid the Foundations 


Hands. They ſhall periſh, but thou endureſt ; as a 
Veſture fhalt thou fold dem up, and they ſhall be chang- 


derſtand it of the Goſpel or the Future State, he is 
to have the Pre-eminence both in Earth and- Hea- - 


Ch. iii. 6. that prepares us for the ſelf-ſame Glory is God, He 


jf it does not. ſignify that he is from Everlaſting as 


Immutability of his Counſels, his being a Prieſt for 


of a Women, made under the Law, Some in that 


Decei ver 


(37) 


Deceiver and an Autichriſt. They would relive akg 1 
upon his Humanity ; but the Apoſtle tells us, that 7. 


he tooł part of that very Figh and Blood, of which 


all the Children are Partakers: And z/ behoved him Heb. ii. 
in all things to be made like unto his Brethren: He = ge 
was in all points tempted as we are, only without 


Sin. And him has GoD raiſed from the dead as Ch. xiii. 


the great Shepherd of the Shcep, thro the Blood of 20. - 

the Everlaſting Covenant. | 7 
(3. Their Faith regarded bien as 2 complete me- 

ritorious Sacrifice. His Obedience to the Death of 


the Croſs is always conſidered this way. Thro' Death 


he ſubdued him that had the Power of Death, that 

is the Devil; and delivered tbem who thro? fear of Heb. ii. 
Death were all their Life-time ſubje to Bondage, He 15. 
purged away our Sins by his own Blood. He put awƷay Ch. ix. 26. 
Sin by the Offering of himſelf z, and that he might. 
ſanctify the People, /uffered without the Cate. Not by Ch xüii. 12 
the Blood of Bulls and Goats, but by his own Blood, Ch. ix. 12. 


he entered into the Holieſt of all, having: obtained Ch. x. 14. 


eternal Redemption for us : And by that. one Offer- 
ing has for ever perfected them that are ſanctified. 

And therefore thoſe Opinions that would ſepa- 
rate his Death from any Connexion to our Pardon, 
are worſe than deſpiſing Moſes's Law. People wuo 
deny Juſtification by his Blood, throw a Bar in the : 
way of all Prayer. Forms. of Prayer without this 
are no Prayers; nor can a Chriſtian uſe em with 
any Religion. Such Infidels are counted worthy of 
lower Puniſhment: than the Rebels who died with- 
out mercy 3 becauſe they trample under foot the Heb. x. 
dan of God, and count the Blood of the Covenant an 29. 
unboly thing... 

Theſe believing, Hebrews, from a national Edu- 
cation, had always an eye to the great Atonement : 
For if /prinkling the Aſhes of an Heifer purified Heb. ; ix. 
the Fleſh, it muſt be a delightful Doctrine to them, 13. 
that he Flood of Chriſt had E their Conſci- 
ences from dead Works, to ſerve the living. and 

true 


i o 
1 Heb.x. 
« 
* 
— 


Ver. 10. 


| Ch. Xit- 


Vee. 26. 
Ch. xiii, 
13. 


(660 


19. true Gov. They had Boldneſs to enter into the 


Holieft of all by tbe Blood of Feſus. Where Remiſ- 


ſion of Sins is, there is no more Remembrance of it. 
The Doctrine of Chriſt's Satisfaction, muſt be the 
dearer to them who had yearlyReturns of Sacrifices, 


that gave 'em a periodical Aſſurance. They knew 
that theſe Offerings year by year continually could 


ever take away Sinus; and Chriſt himſelf is brought 
in ſaying, Sacrifice and Offering thou wouldſt not, 
- which were offered according to the Law ; but 2B. 
Ay baſt thou prepared me; Lo, come 10 3s thy Will, 


O my God. How was this done? By his Example? 
Yes, no doubt of it, that's one way; but beſides 


that, by this Will we are ſanttified thre the Offering 
of ibe Body of Feſus once for all. Upon theſe A 
_ ticles the Apoſtle: concludes, that the Jewiſh Dil. 


penſation i is conſummate in the Chriſtian, I arc 


22, s 23-24 come to Mount Zion, to the Heavenly Feruſalem— 


to Jeſus the Mediator of the New Covenant, and 


the Blood of Sprinkling that ſpeaks vetter things than 
_ the Blood of Abel. 


(4.) Their Faith "look'd upon dim as an effec- 


| tual independent Sovereign; one who could give 


what he called for, and might call for what he 
ſeaſed. As holy Brethren and Partakers of the 
Heavenly Calling, they conſidered this Apoſtle and 


High- Prieff of their Profeſſion: As one able to ſave 
to theuttermoſt all that come unto Go by him, ſee- 


ing that he ever lives to make Interceſſion for them. 
Such an High- Prieft became us; he is ſuitable to our 
Wants, our Wiſhes, our Hopes, and our Happi- 


neſs ; becauſe he was holy, harmleſs, undefiPd, and 


ſeparate from Sinners; and is now made higher "than 
the Heavens, We go forth to him without the 
Camp, bearing his Neproach; but there is not 


much in that, if we look to bim as the Author and 
Finiſher of Faith. Conſidering him who endured 
the Contradiction of Sinners againſt himſelf, will 
keep us from being weary and faint in our Minds ; 


becaule 


carried it into the Heart of all Believers. 17 zs tbe 1 Joh. v. 6. 


($9); 
lan after we have ſuffered a while, he will ſta⸗ 


liſh, ſtrengthen, and ſettle us, and make us per- 
ſect to do his Will, 1% whom be Glory and Dominion 2 
for ever. 


3. Our next Enquiry is into the Evidents of this 
Faith; or the Reaſon of the Hope that is in us. 
Who is it that tells us theſe things of Chriſt? 
(J.) The Father has borne witneſs of him. To the 
« He ſays, Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and Heb. i. 8. 
ever. Now, a real Deity would never ſay this to | 


a titular one: Therefore let none value themſelves E 


upon their Zeal for the ſupreme and peerleſs Deity - 


of the Father, who are bending all their Studis | 


and Labours to a Diminution of the Son. That ro- 
mantic Word [ Peerleſs] will be the Contempt of 
thoſe that know, that if any Man honour nos the Joh. v. 23. 
den, he bonours not the Father who has ſent him. For 
when every 2 ongue confeſſes that Feſus is Lord or Fe- Phil. it. 
bovab, it is to the glory of God the Father, 11+ 
(2.) It is the plain Language of the Bible, a Book 
contrived on purpoſe to fink all Idolatry. There- 
fore ſuch Titles as this Epiſtle gives to Chriſt, would 
awake the Jealouſy of theſe Hebrews, who could 
never endure a Plurality of Gods, if they had not 
believed that Chriſt and the Father are One. _ 
(3.) The Holy Spirit has not only lodg'd his Evi- 
dence in the Scriptures, but has taken it thence, and 


Pirit that bears witneſs, and the Spirit is Truth. | 
He ſhall glorify me, faith Chriſt: He ſhall take of Joh. xvi. 
mine, and ſhow it unto you. ALL that the Father 14. 
has is mine; therefore 1 ſaid, be Hall take of mine, 
and ſhow it unto you. 

(4.) To this we have the Teſtimony of all the 
Saints. Tis ſtrange that their Comforts | in Life, 
and their Hopes at Death, ſhould be only an Heap 
of Speculations, abſtruſe Opinions, and empty Nice- 
ties. Is there no Danger in oppoſing what has thro? 
all Ages given the People of Go p their Peace in 

| ** ? 
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(l. 
believing ? Are we paint to bold faſt, ates 
Mob. xii without any harm we may let go? Remember, that 


7 * in following their Faith, you conſider the End of 


their Converſation. _ 
4. The Operation of this Faith, like the Tri 
of it, works Patience. Which is the ſecond Prin- 
ciple that has been eminent in thoſe who inberit the 
Promiſes, and needful to us who embrace em. 


N * * 


a 


— mY FA i > F NIP i. th 


SERMON IV 


JY theſe things I hope you're convinced of 
what 1 chictly deſigned to ſhow ; that the 


Faith of thoſe under the Old Teſtament is of 
the fame Nature and Uſe with ours under the New : 
Prom firſt to laſt, tis he Faith that. is in Jeſus, 
Heb. xi.6. Not merely a Belief that God is, but that he is a 
a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him : Now, 


both our ſeeking him, and his {rang 15, are 
Joh. xvii. thro? a Mediator, 


*T1s Eternal Life to know not 
3. only the True Gop, but Feſus Chriſt whom he has 
ſent. There was ever a Looking to Feſus from the 


Gen. iii. firſt moment of that early Revelation, The Seed of 


ig. the Woman ſhall break the Serpent's Head, There 
6K never was any true Religion in the World without 
Rev. xx; it. He was the bright and Morning-Star. To make 
16. Faith any leſs than a Dependence on Him, and him 
any) leſs than the mot High God, is not Chriſtianity, 
but a walking in the way of the Heathen,who know 


not Gop, and worſhip they know not what. This 


is the firſt of thoſe Graces thro? which the Elders 


are gone up to inherit the Fromiſes. 


II. He mentions another e that will al. 


ways have an Influence upon our Religion: And 
that is what our Tranſlators have called by the 
1 e 5 name 


1 tn. oak Kt 


(4) : 
name of Patient, This is of equal neceſlity with 
the former, as we are told in another Part of 


this Epiſtle ; being compaſſed about with fo great 1 
, let us run with Patience the Heb. xi. 1. 


a Cloud of Witneſſe 
Race that is ſet before US, 

There are two Words in the Greek, both of. 
which are thus render'd in the Engliſh, v v roh and 
paxgouuiz, The latter of em is that in my Text. 
Some are of opinion, that it is very hard to give 
the proper Meaning of it in our Language, as it is 
ſo ſwelPd up and compounded in the Original: 1 
muſt have à great Signification. 

Oong is the Soul, the Mind, the Spirit of Man 
within bim; and therefore it means no leſs than a 
Principle implanted there, in full Life and full Uſe. 
Maxge or pexeos ſignifies ſomething drawn to a great 
length, if you apply it to Things. The Phariſees 
are ſaid to make long Prayers. In ſpeaking o 
Places, it expreſſes what is afar F. As to Seaſons, 
it denotes a great while either paſt or to come. 


But when it is brought into the Account of 5 
Man's Temper, Frame, Principle or Diſpoſition, it 


repreſents him as enlarged, ennobled, eſtabliſned, 
and exalted to an uncommon Degree of Eminence. 
Such a Character belongs to thoſe of whom the 
Apoſtle has given us this good oy 40h : They had 
great Souls indeed. They had a Faith that look'd 
into an inviſible World, 5 fix'd upon an inviſible. 


Saviour 3 whom having not ſeen they loved; and in 1 Pet. i. 8. 


whom, the they ſaw him not, yet, believing, they re- 


foiced with a 2 unſpeakable and full of Glory, The 
aith 3 Patience, or a Great- 


Fruit of their 
neſs of Mind, a Largeneſs of Heart; it was both 
the Tagredient and the Effect of their believing. It 
b a Part of it, and never faiPd to be troduc ed 
y it. 
The Word is uſed what we ſpeak of Go p, and 


then it ſignifies his Long-ſuffering, his waiting tg Rom * 


be gracious 3 * the Veſſels of Wrath, de- 
G 5 ferring 
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(42) 

ferring his Anger for his Name's fake. Chriſt Je- 
1 Tim. i. ſus Howe forth in Paul a Pattern of all Long- 
16. „ ſuffering. And Peter ſays, the Long- ſuffering of 


2 Pet. iii. G0 i is Salvation. 


5 I .̃t is alſo applied to the Temper of Mind we ſhould 


.. have to qur Fellow-Creatures, and eſpecially our Fel- 


2,3 Dow-Chriſtians: With all Meekne/s and Patience in- 
Eph. iv. 2. ſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves; and forbearing 


one another in Love. It is made the diſtinguiſning 
; Character of Charity, as the Word ad is unhappily 
3 render'd in our Bible; it ſuffers long, and i is Kind. But 


In my Text there is 5 ang, b peculiar in the 


e that is made of it. 
irſt, It does not here ſignify Codes Dealings 


with us, which can be nothing but Long-ſuffering 


on his part. Nor, 

© Secondly, Our Carriage to the Sons of Men, 
which ought to be Patience and Meckneſs on our 
met But, 


Thirdly, It tells us what ſhould be our Tem- 


ae towards G ob, and that in a Caſe very pecu- 


for, 


iſt, Had he revealed himſelf anly as our Sove- 
reign, then the Patience we are called to is an unre- 


ſerved Acquieſcence in what he /ays, and. what he 
does; to be, to act, to ſerve, to ſuffer in a full 
Conformity to his Wil and Pleaſure, 


⁊dly, Had he laid the Weight of his Hand up- 


on us, and made our Lives bitter with hard Bon- 
dage; then we are called to a Patience of another 
ſort, and that is, ſubmirting to it, without any Re- 


Heb. xj. luctance or any Reply. This is being in, faljecbi os 


to the Father of Spirits, that we may live. 


him do what ſeems good in his ſight. In that caſe, 


Patience bears the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe 


Mic. vii.g. we have ſinned againſt bim. And there will be oc- 
aaſion enough for this, whilſt a Body of Sin is al- 


ways a Body of Death ; ; and our Conſtitution ys 


JL thoſe Occaſions we are to ay, It is the Lord, * | 
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aà Principle of a higher Birth and a nobler Courſe. 
Honour, Glory, Immiortality, and eternal Life. We 


: n = 
in it all the Seeds of Imputity and Trouble; but 


neither” of theſe is properly the Caſe before us. 


For, 


that, not only in this narrow Life, where w 
have neither time nor toom to take in all his Kind- 
neſs, but with regard to that wide World on the 
other ſide of Death, that vaſt Eternity, Where he 


. 


Ju Gon u here confidered as e güne: 
an . 


will extend his Metey at large. 


| Theſe are things that we have not at prefent, 
and cannot have I does not yet appear what we Joh. iil.2. 


ſhall be. This is 4 Happineſs that is fitly called by 


the name of the Proniiſes, as it is foretold, deſign- 
ed, aſſured, and laid up. And yet in this delight- 
ful Proſpect we are called to the Uſe of Patience. 
With that the Elders lived and acted; it gave a 
Glory to their Religion, as it fi d upon the Glory 
that came after it. This muſt viſibly be the Setife 


of the Word, when we are ſaid to be ftrengibned in 


the inner Man to all Patience and Long-ſuffering, Col. i. 11, 
with Foyfulneſs. That is, to a joyful Largeneſs of 12. 


Soul; giving Thanks ta the Father who makes us 


meet to be Partakers of the Inberitance with the 

Seints ST. : RR. 
It fignifies a great deal more than we uſually mean 

by Patience, and eſpecially than what many give the 


Name to; a, dull rubbing thro* Life, as well as 


they can; enduting Evil, merely becauſe they ca- | 
| 


not help it. There's no Greatneſs of Soul in this; | 
| 


no — of Heart; .but only a Number of 


ints at the Seyerity of Providence, which 
they call Misfortunes. The Patience thro” which _ 
Believers loek'd and reach'd to the Promiſes, was | 


peeviſh 


By a patient Continuance in Well. doing, we ſeek for Rom. ir, © 


' 1% Into the Original whence they had it. 


1 


Pal. xliii. 
* 


” 
2. The Employment how they uſed it. 
3. The Occaſions to which they applied it. 
4. The Benefit for which they enjoyed it. fn 
1. This Patience is of the fame Original with 


their Faith: of the Operation of God. Tis not a 
Temper of Mind that Reaſon can work human Na- 
ture into: None but a Believer will blame himſelf 
for the want of it; or ſay, My art thou caſt: down, 


O my Soul ? Why art thou diſquieted within me? 


Some would think there was occafion enough for a 


Dejection of Spirit under ſo. many Diſorders of 


- 


Life: But that Perſon knows it to be ſinful, who 
can truſt in Go p, and has Hope that he ſhall till 
praiſe him, as the Help of his Countenance and his 


op. 


than ſome moral Improvements of a. natural Cou- 


rage. And of this they give ſeveral Examples that 


may cover us with Shame, who talk ſo much be- 


neath them in a Zeal for the Commonwealth : But 


this is not the Caſe before me; nor are theſe Heroes 
the Elders whom we are called to follow. I ſhall: 


ſpeak of Patience as Go p himſelf does. 


1. The Author of it is the Holy Spirit. 

2. The Principle is Renewing Grace. 

3. The Pattern is the Lord Jeſus. 

4. The Rule is the Written Word, 

(1.) The Author of what we call Patience in the 


Heirs of Promiſe, can be no other than the Holy 
Ghoſt : the Great Go p, who having formed the 
Spirit of Man within him, has it alone in his power 
to reform it. The Lord direfFs our Hearts unto the 
Love of GoD, and the Patience of Feſus, If he 
leaves us to ourſelves, we are rather like a wild - 


Bull in a Nev, than Creatures 2 of Reaſon, 


under any great Affliction; toſſing, tearing; re- 
fuſing to hear the Yoke that we cannot break ; nei- 


ther willing to let it lie, nor able to throw it M; re- 
. V 


„ wo 


What Philoſophers ſay of it, amounts to more 
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paſſes the Teſt ; Experience, Hope, If this W 


= = 
ſolving to quarrel with the. Hand that we are not 
able tag ⁰ ²²ãmm. de Saint 
This. is not to be cured by moral Arguments. 
No Conſiderations of Go p's abſolute Power over 
us, or his provoked Holineſs againſt us, can make 
us ſilent, when we are full of the Fury of the Lord, Iſa. Ii 20. 
and the Rebuke of our Go p: Till he comes, Who 
can open our Eyes to the Iniquity we have com- 
mitted, and our Ears to the Diſcipline we have ' 
wanted? And then, we have done replying againſt 
our Maker, and contending with the Almighty. 
Abraham, and all the Generations of the Elders, 
paid no more regard to the Will of the Lord than 
he taught em. He made em be what they were, 
and to do what they did. To them it was given 
both to believe in Chriſt, and to ſuffer for his ſake. 

(2.) The Principle, or thing itſelf, was the Grace 
of God in their Souls. This in ſome Caſes is called 
Faith, in others Love, in others Patience, accord- 
ing to the Variety of Objects ſet before it, or the 
ſeveral Operations appointed ta it: It is the Evi- f 
dence of Things 10 ſeen, the Subſtance of Things Heb. xi :. 
boped for. The Man that is thus patient muſt be a 0 
Saint, a Convert, brought out of Darkneſs into a 
marvellous. Light; and then, from kicking againſt , g, ix, 
the Pricks, he becomes at once a devoted Servant, 5, 6. 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? "= 


To talk of it as the Growth of Nature, and a 
thing that*s labour*d out of our Reaſon, is not only 


miſtaking the matter, but profaning it. It's he God Rom. xv. 


of Patience who gives us Hope and Joy in believ- 3: 
ing. The Lord himſelf ftrengibens our Hearts. = 
He works in us that which is pleaſing in his fight; 3 
we have it where we have every — elſe, The 

Principles of Religion are ſtrung together; he that | 

has one has all, tho? not in equal Uſe or Evidence. 
Tribulation works Patience, and Patience Experi- Rom. v. 3. | 
ence; that is, Approbation; the thing is tried, it 4, 5. MN 


(46) - 
of Go d is approved at preſent, I may hope for 
ſomething future, and this Hope: mates me not 
aſhamed ; it gives me a Confidence; not in obr- 


ſelves ; but as the owe of G o p Is ſhed abroad in 


c 5 
The Graces of the Spirit, like the Members of 


2 Cor. v. 


the Body, are faſpioned together. To this purpoſe, 
old things are taken away, all things are become new. 


Some Perſons of ſtrong Conſtitutions and great Ex- 


perience, are more able to ruſh throꝰ their Adyer- 
ſities than others; but this cantot be called Pati- 


enee, unleſs it takes along with it every other Fruit 
of the Spirit. A Swearer, a Diankard, a paſſio- 


17. 
Feb. xi. 
3. 


nate Man, is as much 4 Stranger to this Grace, as 
he is to Temperance, Meekneſs and Sobriety. 
(3.) The Pattern of Patience both in its Prin- 
ciple and Operation is the Lord Feſus, In pro- 
ducing it, there is a' Conformity to the Image of a 
dear Son; in employing it, we are Followers of him 


as dear Children. In him we have the greateſt Ex- 


ample that ever was given to the World, He en- 
dured the Contradiion of Sinners agaimſt himfelf ; 
and, for the Joy that was ſet before him, endured 
the Crofs, deſpifing the Shame. *Tis only by loot- 


ing to him, that we are capable of aing like him. 


(4.) The Rule of Patience is the Written Word. 


He has told us what to do, and how to proceed. 
It is eaſy enough to diſtinguiſh between this Tem- 


Heb. vii. 
t. 


and a dull Stupidity. We find nothing of the 
tter in thoſe whom the Text calls us to follow. 
Abraham is no Example of paſſive Obedience to the 
Will of Man: He was ſucceſsful and glorious in a 
Rebellion againſt all Tyranny ; for the greateſt Blef- 
fing that ever he had, was when Melchizedekt met 
him returning from the Slaughter of the Kings. 
There's no need of any Guard or Caution upon 


dur Imitation of thoſe good People: They did 0 
more than what Go p called dem to, and wre muſt 


| dons. The Revelation of the Divine Win wa 


their 
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ſuffer. 


tin 
their Rule; and ſo it muſt. he ours. Tho- their 


= was laid out to extraordinary Service (as in 
Abrabam's offering up Jac) ; yet he had a 


Commiſſion fox it, given in an abſolute way, and he 
paid to it an unconditional Obedience. To ſup- 


poſe, that he went about it with a ſeeret Aſſurane,. 
that it ſhould not be done, is what the Scripture has 


neuer ſaid, and the Qbedience of Faith would wever 
That Notion makes a mere Trifle, both of 
G.on's Order and his Compliance. There's no 
Foundation for ſuch. a faolifhy Dream. We have 
all the reaſon in the World to believe that Mrabham 
thought Jaac was ta be ſacriſiced: He went about 
it with a full deſign and purpoſe 


bad received the. Promiſes, offered up his only bes 7. 


gotten Son. 
The Objection made a gainſt his Practice, is, that 
it is o —— of Natta J grant it: 


zut the Liberty of lampooning ſuch a Story, is the 


Mark of a Buffoon, however he is dignified and 


4 inguiſbad. Nevertheleſs, let me here obſerve, 
3 mpoſſible any ſuch Appointment 

N again ; becauſe the Revelation is 
en We axe no more to be inſtructed by Vi- 


ions and Voices, but muſt take heed to 4 N 2 Petii.19. 


Word of Prophecy. Thus have I given you ſome 
xcount of this Patience and Kevgonals of Soul, in 
is Original. 

2. As to the — of this Patience or 
Greatneſs of Mind by the Tbings that it did, 9125 
may: ſuppoſe; the May that it took. | 
. 1, There would be an habityal Contemplation of 
the: Great Redeemar. 

2. A frequent Regard: to he Promiſes. n i; 

3, A * Aſſurance of his Ability to make 


em good. 8 5 
4. A quiet Expectation of the Tims of his: do- 


ing fo. 


(a. This 


of Heart ; be thes Heb, x xi. r 


x 48 ) 
C1.) This Patience was aiming at its perfect 
Work by an habitual Contemplation of the Great 
e looking to Jeſus as the Author and Fi- 
niſher of their Faith. I put it thus, becauſe it is 


euident to me, that he was the Perſon who ſo often 
Ads vii. 1. ſhew'd himſelf in thoſe days. The God of Glory 


appeared to Abrabam in Meſopotamia, and after- 
wards in Canaan. Comparing the many Accounts 
that we have from the Beginning of Genęſis. to the iſ 
End of Malachi, with that one Text, No Man has | + 
ſeen the Father, leaves me out of all doubt, that 
Go D, who was afterwards manifeſted in the Fleſh, 
reveald himſelf in theſe Similitudes: As it is ſaid 
Numb. of Moſes, This Similitude of the Lord ſhall he behold. 
ili. 8. Now, the chief Direction he gave to Abraham, 
which fill'd all his Religion, was, I am God Almighty, 
Gen. xvii. all before me, and be thou perfect. ' Moſes endured 
as ſeeing him who is inviſible, This Walking by 
Faith, is a Walking 4with God. David calls it, „ 
Acts ii. 25. . ſetting the Lord always before him, 
(2.) There muſt have been a frequent Regard to 
the Promiſes, They could think of no more thay 
Gop had ſaid. Their Faith was no Dream or 
fantaſtick Imagination of what was never mentioned 
4 but when they pleaded with Go p, it was in that 
Ful. cxix. uape : Remember the Word unto thy Servant, 
49+ n pon which thou haſt cauſed me 0 hope. Patience 
| had always the Word of G oy for its Food, that it 
| lived upon, and its Argument that it truſted. to. 
Without this, it had been only 'an Heap of vain 
Thoughts lodging in em. Abraham had the Pro- 
miſe of a numerous Poſterity rolling in his Mind, 
when as yet he had no Child: And therefore bad 
Heb. x. 36. need of Patience, when he cried out (after a gracious 
| Promiſe, I will be thy Shield and thy exceeding 
Sen. xv. z. great Reward) Lord God, what wilt thou Live me, 
ſeeing Igo childleſs? ) 
(3.) There was a ſettled Ale of bis Hilih 
to make good all theſe Fromiſes. Here was the 


r . 


main 


1 
& | main Pinch of Faith: When it got over this, it 
i+ got over every thing. As Chriſt ſays to the blind 
ö; Man, Believe ye that I am able to do it? How 
could Abraham believe under the laſt and loweft 
Decays of Nature, that he ſhould be the Father Rom. iv. 
of many Nations? Did he conſider his Body then 18719, 20. 
dead? No, he did not; he ſeems rather to over- 
bear the Objections arifing from it, than give em a 
cool and deliberate Anſwer ;z accounting that what 
ob had promiſed, he was alſo able to perform. There 
was no ſtopping ſhort of his, and no getting farther. 
(4.) There was a quiet Expectation of the Time 
appointed for the Bleſſing. After he had patiently en- Heb. vi. 
dured, be obtained the Promiſe. 'As a Belief that it 15. 
all be, is the Glory of Faith, waiting till it will be, is 
the Trial of it; and this Trial of it will be found un- pet. i. 7. 
to Praiſe and Glory, 2 8 i 
There's as great a Preſſure upon the Mind in tar- 
rying for a Mercy, as there is in bearing a Trouble. 
We are not only to hope, but quietly wait for the Lam. in.] 
Salvation of God : As you find in the laborious Im- 26. 
portunities that fill'd the Prayers of good PeoplleQ. 
When wilt thou come unto me | my Soul is ſore vexed, pal. ci. 2. 
| but thou, O Lord, how long? How many are the i. 3. 
vat Days of thy Servant, when wilt thou execute Fudg- 
ut; ment on them that perſecute me? I had rather call 
theſe Expreflions the Ardours of Faith than the 
tit Murmurs of Unbelief ; becauſe we find *em among 
the Spirits of juſt Men, who are now made perfect : | 
ain How long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not avenge Rev. vi. 
ro- ir Blood? Thus you ſee the Uſe and Employment 10. 
nd, | of their Patience. IQ ALL . 
wt 3. The Occaſions to which they applied their 
ous | Patience, may lead us to conſider the Difficulties 
ing tat — VP nn . 
I. A rational Improbability of the Thing expected. 
5 2. A growing Oppoſition that was laid in the 
lity | Way ie | 6 5 TOP | 
the! 3. A Diftance from my Time of Enjoymert. fl 
. | 4. | 


Heb. vi. 


+ 
5 t A Fatigue of Mind under the long Delay. 


1.] There was a rational Improbability of what 


they expected. I call it by a Name that you may 
ſoon underſtand, and account for. What I mean 
by rational, is the Appearances of Things to Hu- 
man Reaſon. And theſe that I refer to, would 
never enter into the Heart of Man to conceive, to 
believe and argue for, either with an Aſſurance in 
itſelf, or with any Demonſtration to others. ; 
Nov, could his be ſaid of the Promiſes made 
to Abraham? Had he any objective Evidence of 
what he believed? Did Nature tell him, that he 
ſhould be a Root of Life to ſo many Thouſands, 


when his Body we 5 now dead? No; for then there 


could be no occaſion for God to give his Oath for 


what might have been expected even without his 


Word. But on purpoſe to over-rule all the Objec- 
tions of Reaſon, the Lord ſware by himſelf, ſaying, 
Surely in bleſſing Iwill bleſs thee, and in multiplying 


I will multiply thee. 


But allow me here to ſay, in another. ſenſe, that it 
was highly rational for him to take the Promiſe 
without ſtaggering at it z when it could not fail, 


* but by a Diſappointment to himſelf, and a Perjury 
in the Living Gon. . 2 8 


n 


[2.] The growing Oppoſition made to it, was a 
frequent Occafion for this Patience : It had every 
thing to let him ſee how unlikely it was, that his 


Seed ſhould inherit the Land. Tho* he became 
rich in Silver and Gold, in Cattle and all Poſſeſ- 
e ſions, ſo as to be a mighty Prince among 'em; 


powerful enough to ſubdue five Kings, and there 


fore able to drive out the other four: Yet, he is 
not to have a Foot-breadth in the Land. As if 


Gon would hinder him from beginning to poſſeſs 


at all, what he had told him of enjoying at large. 
So that here he has nothing to ſhow for a Reaſon of 


the Hope that was in him, but a bare unſpringing 
Promiſe, that lay dead and buried in a cold Winter, 
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Such a Length of Delay will make the ſtrong Men 


('ﬆ) 
3.] The Diſtance of Time from the Enjoy Went, 


was another Occaſion and Trial of Patience. Abra- 


ham was to have the Land; but not till the Iniquiry 
of the Amorites was full, about 430 Years ford tne 
firſt Edition of the Promiſe, and 400 from the ſe- 
cond 4 and then his Poſterity ſhould come out with 
;reat Subſtance. 

So, as to the Multiplication of his Family, tho?. 
Gop had ſworn it, by which it was impalſible be Heb. a. 
| ſhould lye; yet he does not pray as others have done, 13. 


Defer not for thine own ſake ; make no long tarrying, 


O my Go D. At Seventy-five Years of Age, he is : 
told of it; till he is an Hundred, he does not re- 


ceive the Heir of Promiſe. Tis forty Years after 


this that //aac married, and twenty more before he 
had a Child. So that Abraham was now 160. He 
lived but ſeventeen Years after, and therefore ſaw 

no more than three Perſons, from a Covenant that 
was to produce as many Millions. We may fay of 

the Promiſe itſelf as it is of Chriſt, the Bleſſing pro- 


miſed; it was to grow as 4 Root out of a dry Ground, 


[A.] The Fatigue of Mind that muſt weigh a Per- 
ſon down in theſe Delays, may eafily be ſuppoſed, 
Had his Patience been only a Principle of Nature, 
Deſire would have faiPd ; it could not have held out. 


bow : Nature is a growing Load to itſelf, And if 


Eccl xii. g. 


* ; 


the Touths may be weary, and the Young Men ut- Iſa. xl. 29. | 


terly fail, what can be expected from thoſe in whom 
Old-Age was periſhed ? They whoſe Strength is La- 
bour and Sorrow, will be hard put to it to renew 
this Strength into any Degree of Hope and Joy. 
But by Grace Go p gives the Believer a little of his 
own Likeneſs, ſo that he faints not, neither” is 


weary. Patience will have its perfect Work, and jm. i. 4. 


never loſe its hold of a Promiſe, till it takes a faſt- 
er hold of the Inheritance. 
4. Here's the Benefit of this Patience or Great- 
neſs of Mind. 
* gives em a Purity of Life. | 
H 2 &. If 


Heb. xi. 14. 


„ 
2. It breathes into em a Peace of Conſcience. 
3. It makes em ſuperior to this World. 


4. It lands *em over to the Happineſs of the next. 
(1.) Such a Patience keeps em in a Purity of 


Life, They declared plainly that they ſought a City 
which is an heavenly. The wild enthuſiaſtic Fancies 


of thoſe who draw their Schemes with Words of 


Vanity, are uſually polluted with ſome Filthineſs 
of the Fleſh or Spirit. You may ſee 'em deficient 


in their Knowledge, diſorderly in their Walk, 


wandring Stars or rambling Sheep, ſeparating 


_ themſelves, filthy Dreamers, doting about Queſtions, 


ſelf-will'd, ſoon angry, turbulent and conceited, 
double-minded, and unſtable in all their Ways. 


Whereas, true Faith keeps you ſteddy to Dec- ; 


 trine, Fullowſhip, breaking of Bread, and to Prayers. 


Heb. x 2 5. 
Jude 20. 


Prov. xiv. 
1. 


6d. exii. 
ET 


Jer, xvii. 
5 * 


They that have the Promiſes in their Eye, will 


not for/ake the aſſembling of themſelves togetber; 


but conſider one another, provoking to Love and 


good Works,, and ſo much the more as they ſee the 
Day approaching. True Religion will make Ad- 
ditions to the Churches here below : It is that way 


that we build up one anotber on our moſt holy Faith, 
keeping in the Love of God, and praying in the 
Holy Ghoſt. Thoſe Practices that tend to the diſ- 


jointing of Societies, are not of God; unleſs you 
will ſuppoſe our Saviour is like the fooliſp Woman, 


who inſtead of building her Houfe, pulls it down 
with her own Hands. In this World as Members 
of the ſame Body, we are united to our Brethren, 


and when we go into the other, it is being ga- 


thered to our Fathers. "06 
 (2.) This Patience breathes into the Soul a Peace 
of Conſcience, If a Perſon can but truſt in the 


Lord, it need not give him much trouble to find 


that all Men are Lyars. How happy is the Man 


who 1s not afraid of evil Tidings, but has his Heart 
in Princes, 
. making Fleſh our Arm is patch-work, our Souls 


fixed, truſting in the Lord! Truſting 
will be like the Heath in the Wilderneſs, But 


- 
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(53) 
à true active Faith is never diſappointed, becauſe 
it depehds upon one who is never diſabled, We 
are at no time ſtraitned in God, but when we are 


ſtraitned in our own Bowels. If we are ſtrong in Rom. iv. 


Faith, we ſhall give Glory to God; and he will 
return that Glory upon d: What we are waiting 

for are his Promiſes ; not the Breath of a Man that 
ſhall die, in which very Day his Thoughts periſh. 

The poor Man in the Goſpel ſays to Chriſt, I have 
brought thee my Son, who is ſore vexed | 
if thou canſt do any thiug, have compaſſion on us, and 
help us. But what ſays the Anſwer of God to him? 

If thou canſt believe, all things are poſſible to him 
that believes. 5 | 

(3. ) Such a Patience gives Believers a Superiorĩ- 


ty to the World, As they live above it for a Por- f 1 12. 


tion, they /ook above it for a Security. Who art thou, 
that thou art afraid of a Man that ſhall die, and 
the Son of Man that ſhall be made as Graſs? In 
all theſe cloudy Thoughts, thou art forgetting tbe 
Lord thy Maker ; remembring him, would drain out 
the Fury of the Oppreſſor, as if he was ready to 
deftroy ; ſtay but a while, and you will ſay, Fbere 
is the Fury of the Oppreſſor ? Such a Protection at- 
tended the Patriarchs, Tho? they were few in the 
Land, yea very few, and Strangers in it ; they 
went from Nation to Nation, from one Kingdom to 
another People; yet, he ſuffered no Man to do 'em 
wrong, but reproved Kings for their ſakes ; ſaying, 
Touch not mine Anointed,and do myProphets no harm. 
(4.) This Patience held out till they came to 
their Inheritance. Living by Faith is the firſt work 
of a Chriſtian, walking in Faith is his continued 
work, and dyiug in Faith is the laſt, With a Con- 
hdence in theſe Promiſes our Eyes are cloſed, to 
the Glory of the Inheritance they are opened. We 
paſs from looking for em, to an eternal looking on 


them; and ſhall be like ourFe/us, by ſeeing bim as be 1 John 
s. To. this King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 2 


only wiſe God be Glory and Dominion for ever. 
Amen, SERMON 


(8) 
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Bl. SERMON V. 2 


TAVING . theſe Words in foe N 
| Sermons, I ſhall devote this fifth and laſt L 
to a general Application; that as it is a ci 

part of Scripture profitable for Doctrine, it may e- 

ually ſerve to the uſes of Reproof, Inſtruction and i co 

Edification i in Righteouſneſs. The Diſtribution that I a 


Wl 
= 


I made of the Subject was into three Heads. Cl 
1. The Nature and Title of a Happineſs to hi 
come, it is call'd the Promiſes. lig 
2. The Notion that a Believer ſhould have of Pe 
it, it is to be his Inheritance, as 


3. The way in which they who have it, got il w/ 
thither; and we who want it, are to be followers 
of them, is /hrough Faith and Patience. Theſe are Bf be 
the ancient Paths, ihe good old Way in which lo to 
many thouſands have found reſt*o their Souls. |} hu 

Now, theſe three Particulars may be reduced I wc 
into no more than two, that will give us a full 2 
Diviſion of the Text. I; ani 
I. Here is an Account of what the Children of Ml for 

 Gop are to be in another World, Inberitors of me 
the Promiſes. _ 

2. Of what they are, and do in this World thi 
they live, and walk, and act with an habitual Uſe Il M. 

of Faith and Patience. This 1 ſhall endeavour to If {eli 


apply, _ cer 
Firſt, For the Eſtabliſhment of our Religion i in | me 
DoFrine. © pre 
. Secondly, For the Direction of it in Prafice. no! 


1. I take ſuch a copious Evangelical Notion of im 

the future State, to be deſign'd for the Glory of I Tt 
the Chriſtian Religion; or rather the whole — Ho 
lation that Go p has ever given of himſelf, We I H; 
a 8 are 


Lt. 


(55) 


are here told of a Felicity in ascher World, that 
we could never have known in any other way: 


For theſe Promiſes were given to the Hebrew Fa- 


thers, which are now inherited by them. Indeed 
our Diſpenſation is brighter and more uſeful; what 
they ſaw thro* a Glaſs darkly, we fee Face ta Face. 
Nevertheleſs Gap is the Father of both theſe 
Lights : Upon which I would lay down this Prin- Jams i. ij. 
ciple, that | 
Such a noble Diſcovery of the future Happineſs, 
could never have been known but by the Reve- 
lation that is made of it in the Holy Scriptures, | 
Chriſt has appear'd to aboliſh Death, this he did in? Tim. i. 
his Perſon ; but Life and Immortality be brought to "m_— 
light by the Goſpel. There are two Opinions that 
People uſually put into the Form of Queſtions, 
as the moſt likely Shape for an E to 
what I ſay. 
Lu. I. Do not the Heathens, who have no Light, 
beſides that of their own Reaſon, believe a World 
to come? And cannot the common Principles of 
human Nature give ſuch Intimations of it, as 
would lay the Ground for Conſcience to bear Wit- Rom. ii. 


1:5, and their Thoughts to accuſe or excuſe one 15: | 


another? Did not Felix tremble when Paul re- 
ſon'd of Righteouſneſs, Temperance and a Judg- Act. xxiy. 
ment to come? 255 
I ſhall only anſwer, that there are Paſſages to 
this purpoſe in the Writings of their greateſt 
Men; but whether the Conviction ever ſpread it 
ſelf to the Faith of the common People, I am not 
certain: Nor would it be more -preſumptuous in 
me to deny it, than it would be in any one who 
pretends to prove it. If their Multitude are as ig- 
norant as ours, and their Moral Philoſophers ag 
impudent; it is eaſy to imagine they had no 
Thoughts about the Matter; they died without Eph. ii. 
Hope, as they lived without God in the World. 12: 
Have all Swearers, Drunkards and _ 3 _ 
the 


(36) 


theſe Principles of human Nature ? Or is it to any 


purpoſe to contend for their Share in a Light that 


ightens every Man, when Darkneſs is in all their 


Paths ? Solomon: was as good a Judge of Nature, 
"1 and as learned, inquiſitive, and unconfin'd in his 


Obſervations, as any Freethinker in all the World; 
and yet never ſo laviſh of Praiſes upon a Nature 


that he knew to be imperfe&, impure, deceitful 


Eccl. iii. 
18,19, 20, 


above all things, and deſperately wicked, Take 


his Opinion at large; I ſaid in my heart concerning 
the. Sons of Men, that God might manifeſt, and that 
they might ſee that they themſelves are Beaſts. For 


" that which befals the Sons of Men, befals Beaſts, 
even one thing befals em; the Reaſon is, becauſe 


the generality of People are no better than the Brutes 
of the Earth, Man has no Pre-eminence above a 
Beaſt ; no more ſenſe of Religion than the Horſe 
that he rides, or the Mule that he drives; and 
therefore as deſpicable in the Eyes of Go p, as 


the Creature whoſe Spirit goes downward. 


Qu. II. Have not all Men ſo much Knowledge 
of another World, as ſuffices to their Preparation 
for it? If they have not, how can it be a righ- 
teous thing with God, to exclude them from a 
Place of which they had no notice ? Muſt they be 
condemned for not getting what they never knew, 
or not knowing what they never heard of ? If Sal- 


vation is not within their reach, by what Law are 


they to be tried? Why muſt they be ſeparated 
from what they had not the Power to obtain? 
The Anſwer to this Objection is a great deal 
eaſier, than they who take ſo much pleaſure in 
throwing it out, are willing to apprehend. There 
1s not ſo much in their Argument, as there is in their 
Confidence: For confider, 
1. The great God, in giving us a Revelation, 
has laid out a plain Method of his dealing with 
thoſe that have it; but has faid nothing at all 
how he will proceed with thoſe that want it: Se. 
| . cret 


— , ES OT . EE .... 


r u Amato 


We may therefore read the lofty 


lr beſides that by Feſus Chriſt, it is what 


will be their Caſe, there is nothing clearer and 


TE 3 1 
cret things belong to him; as we read in that noble Deut. 


ſaying, He holds back the Face of his Throne : he XXIX. 29 


2 xxvi. 


throws a Darkneſs upon the Seat of Majeſty, This g 
is what we have no concern with; it is only what 


he has revealed that belongs to us and to our Chil- 


dren; he has never neveated to us, what he will 
do with others. 


2. There's no difficulty in ſuppoſing, that Gov 
will be righteous, tho' he has not explain'd the 


way of his being ſo. We may take it for granted 
that every Mouth will be ſtopt, and the whole World kom itt, 
become guilly before bim. We may affirm in gene- '9- 


ral, without enquiring bow, that God will be true, 


and every Man a Lyar, 

3. The very Light of Nature e all the 
Univerſe, and tells us plainly, there is none righ- Rom. iii. 
teous, ub not one. The Work of the Law writ- 19. 
ten in their Hearts, ſhews them what is good; and 
Conſcience bears witneſs againſt what is evil; fo 
that there muſt be a general Conviction, that all 
Fleſh have finned, and are fallen ſhort of the Glory 
of God. There is not a thinking Man upon the 
Face of the Earth that is not ſelf-condemn'd; his 
bad Works are criminal, and his beſt are defective: 5 
things that are 
ſaid by the Heathen, as ſo many philoſophical Bra- 
vados, rather than the Arguments of a judicious 
Peace within: They do not amount to a good 
* thro Grace. = 

If GoD has ſhewn them any other way of 


we have no knowledge of, and no concern in. There- 
fore let us not loſe our ſelves in a fooliſh Ramble of 
Queſtions what he will do with them; whatever 


more important than our own, To us is the Word 
of Salvation ſent, whether /hey have it or no. Our 
Condition in another World is determin'd, He 
I that 


5 ( 

Mar. xvi. that believes ſhall be ſaved, and be that believes not 

16. Pall be damned. J 

his appears by what is ſaid of thoie, who do 
inherit the Promiſes; and what is required of them 

who would do it, by going over the particular De- 

ſcription that is given us of the Happineſs above. 

(t.) There's nothing but Revelation that ever 

told Mankind of any Promiſes at all. There are 

1 none in the Covenant of Works; the only Seal to 

Sen. ii. that was a Threatning, In the Day thou eateſt 

We thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. The Happineſs of 

Adam was complete in his Creation; he wanted no 


yp _JI tA. e _a«a a DE aa AY 05 


add ition to it, as the Reward of his Obedience. 5 

And if he had no Promiſes of Advancement in caſe / 

of Duty, much lefs was there any of a Pardon, in · 

caſe of Diſobedienctde. Wa } 

The holy Angels in Heaven wanted to be no : 

Tas greater; that Party among them who fell, finned p 
. by deſiring to leave their firſt Eftate, and ſuffered \ 
by lofing their frf Habitation. | q 
TH: - Haas of Grace made after the Fall is ; 

the only Covenant of Promiſe. What is there in 

the Light of Nature to tell us, either that Gop 0 

will abate the Vengeance threatned in the Law, or B 
diſpenſe with the Duty commanded by iz ? Where Þ 

is there any Repeal of that eternal, univerſal Pro- p 

Gal.iii. 10, poſition, As many as are under the Law, are under \ 
the Curſe ; for it is written, curſed is every one 2 

who continues not in all things that are written in 

the Law to do em. : | 0 ys 


The Promiſes are only to be found in the Reve- 1 
Eph. iii. 3. Jation of the Myſteries, that is made known by the 3 
Writings of the Apoſtles. and Prophets. To the E. 
Rom ix. 5. F295 alone pertained the Promiſes. 0 t 
To fay that the Lord is gracious and merciful, ch 
is very true; and were it not ſo, we could have 
no Saviour. But how can we argue any more from b 
thoſe Attributes than the Devils may ? Theſe No- l | 
tions of the Deity are as obvious to then, as they , 6 

2 5 are 6 


(5) 


are to 15; but ſuch Diſcoveries proclaim no Peace 


in Hell, and no good News towards the Priſoners. 


As there is a Love and Kindneſs in Gop our Sa- 


viour towards Men, ſo there muſt be an Appears Tit. ili. 4 
ing of this as our only Hope; there could be no | 
Salvation by Works of Righteouſneſs that we have 

done: For if the Law made nothing perfect; Pm 


ſure it could ind nothing perfect; and therefore 


without he bringing in of a better Hope, we could Heb. vii: 
never have drawn nigh unto Gor. 19. 

(2.) How inſolent and ungrateful is it to ſpeak 
of Happineſs under any other Notion, than as the 
free Gift of Gop ? and of any Aſſurance about it, 
than as it is a gracious Promiſe # It is an Inſolence 
that riſes with 4 Contempt of Go D's Love; a 
Rudeneſs to his Wiſdom ; as if we would preſume 
to talk of one way, when he has confined us to 
another, The Queſtion is not, whether a different 
Method might have been found out; it is impu- 
dent to advance it, after we are told that it became Heb. ii. 10. 
him for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many Sons to glory, to make the 
Captain of their Salvation perfelt thro* Suffering. 
By a Darkneſs of Mind, Men are ignorant of, God's Rom. x. 3. 
Righteouſneſs, and by a Pride of Heart they will 
not ſubmit to it. Their high Thoughts are only fo 2 Cor. x. 
many Exaltations of themſelves againſt the Know- 4: 
ledge of the Son of God. It is beneath them to be 
faved upon his Terms. But to talk of Men's being 
rewarded for their Actions, and not being con- 
demzxed for their Miſtakes, without a Word of that 
Blood that cleanſes from all Sin, is making Reve- 
lation paſs for nothing.. HED : 

(3.) What room could there be for that Faith; 
thro* which we go to this Inheritance, if God him- 
ſelf had not given us a Revelation of thoſe things 
that we are to believe? What is Preaching, but | 
declaring the Teſtimony of God! This is the Record 1 Cor. ü. i. 
that God has given to us eternal Life; and this Life Job. r. 

2 3 1 


(60) 


is in bis Son. How ſhould any believe in a Perſon of 


Rom. x. whom they have not heard? nay, there 1 is a prior 
14 . Queſtion, How ſhall they call on him, in whom 
they have not believed? Are they to have a Salva- 

tion without aſking? and can they tell of whom 

they are to beg it, without knowing that this is 


He? They who do not believe ſo much concern- 


ing Chriſt, ſhall die in their Sins. 
People may call this a Speculation if they pleaſe, 
but if they mean by Speculation a looking to Feſus, 


it's what I wiſh they would mention with Reve- 


Ifa. xlv. rence; for all the Ends of the Earth muſt /ook to 
22 20 him, and be ſaved, becauſe he is the Lord, and there 


is none elſe, They that reject the Counſel of Gon, - 
do it againſt themſelves, He lays on them no 


more than neceſſary things; he would never make 
the way ſtraiter than what is needful : And there- 


Pro. viii. fore whoſoever fins againſt him, wrongs his own 


16, Soul; all they that Fav him, love Death, It is pity 
this ſhould be called a metaphyſical Nicety : Meta- 
phyſical it is, that is ſupernatural, what human 
Reaſon would never have told us; but as trifling 
and frivolous a Nzcely as it is repreſented, the Scrip- 
ture has ſet 1t out as a Neceſſity, 


2 Tim. i. We muſt know in whom we have believed, or 


12. there can be no delightful Perſuaſion that he is 
able to keep what we have committed to him, againſt 
the great Day. It is not enough to believe the 


. Unity of the Divine Nature; Thou believeſt there 


*J = is one God, the Devils alſo believe and tremble ; but 
they have no relative. Views of a Saviour, When a 
young Lawyer put the Queſtion to Chriſt, Maſter, 


which is the great Commandment of the Law? the 
Anſwer given him was, Thou ſhalt love the Lord 


thy GO D with all thy Heart, and thy Neighbour 
as thy ſelf. But the Ten Commandments gave no 
Diſcovery about Redemption : And when this Per- 
ſon approves the Opinion and anſwered diſcretely, 
our. Lazd tells him, He was not far from the 
| King- 
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( 61 ) 
Kingdom of GoD : But was it not as neceſſary for 
this Maſter in the Law, as it was for the Diſciples 


who believed in God, in whoſe Houſe are many Joh. xiv. i. 


Manſions, to Believe alſo in Chriſt, who went to 
prepare.a Flacg for: us. 1-17 

| (4) How can there be any of this Patience, or 
as I have all along tranſlated it) this Largeneſs of 


Mind, without Revelation? We ſhall even be ftrai- 


ten'd in ourſelves. We have not room for a 
Greatneſs of Soul to run the Ways of Go p's Com- 
mandments, till he has enlarged our Hearts, He 


opens the Everlaſting Gates, that the King of Glory pfal. xxiv. 
may come in. He gives us Faith to lay bold on . 
Eternal Life, and Patience to wait for it. The ! Tim. vi. 


Diftance of the Portion, the Difficulty of the Pur- 
ſuit would bear us down, were it not that the 
Eternal Gop is our Refuge, and underneath are Deut. 


If a little matter was ſufficient to give us a Meet- 
neſs for this Inheritance, there was no occaſion for Heb. vi. 
thoſe greater things, by which Go p has confirmed 17. 
the Immutability of his Counſel, ſwearing by him- 
ſelf, As live, ſaith the Lord; bringing in his 
Truth as the Argument, and his very Being as the 


Pledge. | 


Had the Heathen any of this Fortitude, or any 


of thoſe ſtrong Conſolations as the Reaſon of it? 


They would not flee for a Refuge to any ſuch Hope 
ſet before *em. Could they truſt him without his 
Word, or expect what he had never told 'em? 
Suppoſe their Imaginations about Heaven were 


juſt, it is impoſſible they ſhould be certain: Their 


Faith cannot be an Anchor ſo ſure and ſtedfaſt, as 

that of a Chriſtian is, becauſe this enters within the Heb. vi. 
Vail, whither Jeſus our Fore- runner is for us en- 20. 
ter d. As they worſhipt they knew not what, they 
believed they knew not why, As all their Religion 


was a Dream, their Hope muſt be ſo too. They 


lived in the dark, and fo they died. Their Deyo- 


tions, 


xxxiii. 27. 
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Rom. xvi. 


was kept ſecret fince the World began. 


2 Pet. i. 


6, 7. 


Col. i. 11. 


theſe two 


( 62 ) 


tions, and the final Surrender they made of that" 
ſelves, were alike to an Unknown God. But, whats 
ever becomes of them who cannot have this Hope, 


miſerable muſt the Cafe of thoſe be who wil! not, 
but refiſt the Holy Ghoſt, and harden themſelves 
againſt the Way of Peace. We could never have 
known it but by @ Revelation of the Myſtery that 


II. I would conſider this Text with a mote prac- 


tical Turn, as it is an Exhortation to the Uſe of 
that Faith and Patience which has ſucceeded: fo wel! 


* to the Happineſs of ſo many. And here I ſhall take 
rinciples either as comprehended toge- 


ther, or at leaſt inſeparable from one another. We 


| muſt add to our Faith Vir tue, that is, Courage, 


Fortitude, or Magnanimity, either to perform Good, 
or to ſuffer Evil. Strengthned with all Might to 


Patience and Long-ſuffering with Foyfulneſs ; we 


ſhall dare to keep Go p's Precepts, and ſcorn to fret 
at his Providence. The Believer is in no heſita- 
tion about either doing what is right, or enduring 
what is grie vous. Theſe are each of em the great 
Operations of the Faith that is in him: His E. 


guage is either, I will keep the Commandments of 


my God; or, I will bear the Indignation of the 


Lord. My Work under this Head, is to, 

1. Give ſome Directions. 
2. Add ſome Encouragements ; and I ſhall fetch 
em no farther off than from the Text itſelf, which 


Conſolation. | 


is both the Rule of Practice, and the Breaſt of 


1. The Directions relating to the Means of ob- 


taining this Faith and Patience, and the Jay of 
uſing them. 

(I.) The great Means of Faith and Patience, is 
hearing the Word of Gop; where there is a Fai- 
lure in this Practice, there will be a Failure in the 


Principle. Faith grows juſt as it comes. The great 
„ Buſineſs 


„ * = 2 


We => Io BW 
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Buſineſs that Believers have is with Chrift , Ho, Its, lv. 1, 


every one that thinſteth, come ye to the Waters. This 2. 
repreſents the Freeneſs of divine Love; but the 
Method of his giving, and gur having, you ſee in 

the next Advice, Jncline your Ear unto me, hear 

and your Souls ſhall live. Faith is a living Prin- 

ciple : As ſoon as it is born, it makes towards the 

Breaſt ; and no Food is ſo ſuitable and delightful to 

it, as the ſincere Milk of the Word. Tho' Sinners pet. il. 
are firſt Hearers and then Believers, yet after they 2. 
are Believers they will be Hearers. If they have 

taſted that the Lord is gracious, they will come to 

bim as a living Stone. 2 5 

The Word of thy Mouth is better to me than my job xxii, 
neceſſary Food, ſaith one good Man; Sweeter thay iz. 
Honey and the Honey-comb, faith another, They Pal. xix. 
that have no need of Sermons, have no Strength of ** 
Faith. Attending Ordinances is the beſt way of 
unloading our Burdens, keeping our Feet in a Time 

of Temptation, and unfolding the Entanglements 

of a Providence. We there learn what Go D will 

do, by hearing what he will ay. The Pſalmiſt 
thought to know ſome things, that were too pain- pal Ixxili. 
ful for him; his Steps were almoſt gone, till be 16. 
went into the Sanctuary: There he recovered his 
Feet, and having done all, was able to ſtand. So 

that he gives no great Praiſe to his own Reaſon, 
Philoſophy, or Free- thinking; but ſays, It is good 


for me to draw nigh unto God. Tis to the Man 


who fears the Lord, and hearkens to the Voice of 
bis Servant, that the Promiſe is given, when he fits Iſa. 1. 10. 
in Darkneſs and ſees no Light, that he may truſt in 
_ Name of the Lord, and ſtay himſelf upon his 
God, | | 
Such a Bleſſing is revealed in an Qrdinance : 
When Chriſt made himſelf known to the Diſciples Joh. xx, 
after his Reſurrection, Thomas was not there: The 24. 
reſt were confirmed, W̃ have ſeen theLord : He ought 
to have catched at theſe glad Tidings ; but inftead | 


'- © 


(64) 
of that, he will :bruft his Hand into the Print of 
the Nails, as if ocular Demonſtration was not e. 
nough. And thus he wanted that Peace in beliey- 
ing which the other had. CE SHES 
(2.) Prayer is another Employment and Help of 
Faith. The Grace and the Duty are ſo wove into 
one another, that it is hard to tell which is fr and 
which is laſt. We believe in Prayer, we pray in 
Faith. Faith gives Life to Prayer, and Prayer 
gives Help to Faith. Hannah muſt have ſome Hope, 
or otherwiſe ſhe would never have pour'd out her 
1 Sam. i. Soul to the Lord. And, yet, as the Principle was 
13. employed, it increaſed ; for tho? before the Sup. 
plication ſhe wept and could not eat, yet afterwards 
the Woman role up, and did eat and drink, and he; 
Countenance was no more ſad, So truly may ſhe be 
„ number'd among thoſe, of whoſe Experience it is 
_ faid ; They looł'd to him, and were lightned, and their 
b 5* Faces were not aſham'd. They who now inherit the * 
Promiſes, were Men of Prayer. Abrabam called on 
the Name of the Lord the Everlaſting Go b, not a 
only upon ſolemn Ocaſions, by ſetting up Altars; 8 
but it was his daily Practice in the Family; he = 
al. xxiv taught his Houſe and his Children after him, /6o th; 
"= 5 Hall aſcend into the Hill of the Lord, and dwell in 4 
his Holy Place? He that has clean Hands and a * 
pure Heart, who has not lift up his Soul to Vanity, ks 
nor {worn deceitfully : He ſhall receive the Bleſſing 2 
from the Lord, even Righteouſneſs from the God py 
of his Salvation. But ftill, theſe were the Genera- you 
tions of them that ſought the Face of the God of you 
Facob. hap St V 
4 (3.) The Society of Chriſtians is highly uſeful, F -.,, 
tho? it is ſo much neglected. They all partake of | „e 
2Pet. i. 1. the like precious Faith. It is equally precious in one the 
as in another; in the weak, as in the ſtrong. There jn v 
is a Similitude in our Make, our Converſation and of- 
our Experience : Gop has thrown us together as Por 
Members of the ſame Body ; and every * m the 
| | | | . 1ppP i 
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fupply what otherwiſe would be lacking to the 
Whole. The Eye has à lofty Situation, and the 1 Cor. ii. 
moſt delightful Employment; but it cat pot ſay to 21- 


have no 


the Hand, which is in a lower place, 
need of thee; nor the Hand to the Feet, I have 
no need of you, 

Such a ſocial Life is the whole Creation thrown 


into: The higheſt and the lqweft are mutual Helps 


to one another. The Huſbandman is as uſeful to 


the King as the Courtier, for he himſelf is ſerved 
by the Field: There is no Chriſtian above this Con- 
verſation, and none below it. If we did but make 


a trial, perhaps we ſhould find as much Edification 
in the Diſcourſes of the Simple, as in the Works of 


the Learned; 7, 900%; rae Divinity i is as good as 


Polemical. - 


(4.) I muſt upon this Occaſion preſs you to an 


Ordinance that's given on purpoſe For the Furthe- 
png: and Foy of Faith, and that is the Lord's Sup- 
Then have we Peace in Believing, when we 


— his Love more than Nine: And therefore Cant. i. 2. 


we ſhould not be indifferent to that, which he has 
bid us do in a particular Remembrance of him. 105 
that Conſcience would do its Office, and make 


aſk yourſelves that Queſtion : My Soul, doſt t is 


not forget the Lord thy Maker? Forgetting what 


he has /aid, is a practical Forgetting what he has 


done. Has he ſhown forth his Death in the open 
Air, hanging between Heaven and Earth, and are 
you unwilling to ſhow it forth in a Figure ? If 
you're not fit to communicate, you're not fit to die. 
Scruples about the one will be Stings in the other. 


2. This Text is not empty of thoſe Encourage- 
ments. with which you may 7 in the Work of 


the Lord 3! for here you ſee that your Labour is not 
in vain in the Lord. You do theſe things in view 
of the . Promiſes : And tho” this muſt be a future 
Portion, yet it reaches forward, and meets you in 


the _ Path of Life. 
Four 


* 


(656) 


Four Ig. 82. Weng natter ag paß (6 to a 
1 | good Man; his uilt, the Lowneſs 
WT bl of his . th dhe of Troubles, and the 
Fear of f Death Now, the very Name of a Fro. 


Heb. xii. 


29 
Pial. 
cxliii. 2. 


2 Tim. ii. 


12. 


Burden. Lord, who may ſtan 


miſe ſtrikes a Light thro? all this Darkne(s,: + 
(I.) The Dread of Gall is always our Do 4 6 
ought to be our , an ** t's apt to de dur 
95 "i Id be th bore the — — 
thou art angry u e Language of eve 
one who knows our Gad is @ conſuming Fire. Emer 
nat inio 5 ment with thy Servant, for in thy fight 
ſhall na Bleſs living be juſtified. Now; what is there 
in the Caſe that Unbelief makes to be ſo formi- 


dable, but only that we de/erve nothing from Gop ? 


Well, that is true : But let Faith remember, that 
we do not come to claim a Reward, but to plead a 
Promiſe; not what we have the Right to 4ſt, but 
what has the Goodneſs to give, To talk of de- 
ſerving Promiſe, is Nonſenſe ; to expet? it, is Re- 
ligion. What a Gop that cannot be forced has 
, ſaid, a GoD that cannot lye will give. Denying 
us, is denying himſelf. | Herein he has commended 
his Love, in that whilſt we were yet Sinners, Chriſt 


died for us; and the Argument has a free Courſe, 


Rom. v. 
10. 


that if we are reconciled. 10 God by the Death of his 
Son, 2 more being rere we Shall be faved by 


] The Lowneſs of Religion 15 enctiies Com- 


12 
bee nd ge rote e 3 — our 
E 


A. Set of Enthuſiaſtio People, who ought 
not to be ſpoke of with, patience, pretend to Per- 
feftion ; but nothing can he more remote from 
Piety than ſuch an outrageous Vanity; I do. not 


know a more dangerous Society in the World, than 
| ſuch as allow themſelves to talk at this unbounded 


rate. 


Alas! We that have — Oe better edvaritage 
of what we have, deſerve to be cut off from all 


| ods 2 what we ant. 6 here's 2 


Promiſe 


mp 3ST SISESCO2Lg 


p 


acc. rd > ff. OO AA — 


t 


6% 


Promiſe that aſſures us of Supplies in che Way, 
well as a Perfection at the End. He WII "a 
only fulfi/1he Guod-pleaſare of his Goodirefs,” and - 
compliſh all his Deſigns at jaſt, but try on 


ort of | Faith with Power on the Road. be 


Hort of Faith may ſigniſy what is ours, but the 
Power that creates, maintains and enlarges it, is on- 
ly bis: And this Power, inſtead of being encumbred 
our Weakneſs, is mae pri in it. The Pro- 
miſe tells us what he will give upon Eurih, as well 
as What is reſerved in Heaven for us; The Firſt· 
fruits of the Promiſes We lmve in bard; tlie com- 


pleating of em we ſee afar off. 


(3.) The Troubles of Life preſs hard upon us. 


Our Bodies are decaying ; Days and Nights are 


made weariſome to us : And, as theſe do nity 
ruffle our Minds, and diſorder our Paſſions, we are 


afraid that whilſt Nature is wearing out, Grace will 


not be able to bear its own Charges. 

Here the Promiſe ſuits itſelf to the Decays of the 5 
oul ward Man, by a Renewal of the better Part: N 12; * 
And as the one is day vy day, ſo is the other: Pati— 
ence, by a continual Wearing, comes at laſt to have 
its perfect Work. 1 

r, if they are relative Sorrows, that our Aﬀec- 


tions being abuſed, are vext and torn; our Houſes 


are not ſo with G oo: Natural Bowels meet with 
unnatural Uſage | Here the Promiſe tells us of an 


Everlaſting Covenant, and makes that all our Sal- , Sam. 


vation and all our Deſires tho' in the Comforts of xxiii, 
Life he makes us not to grow. And this is a 
Name better than.that of Sons and Daughters, even Ia. Ivi. g. 
an Everlaſting Name that ſpall never be cut off. | 

(4.) Fears of Death make us all our Life- time 
ſubject to Bondage. But here, remember the Pro- Heb. it. 
mi ſes, not only thoſe that exert their Virtue within 55: 
you, but thoſe that are ſet before You. They are 
afar off, and you will never get to *em but thro? the 
Pn of the Shadow of Death. It was by going 
| * over 


(6) 


over the Vale of FR: that they came 2 Zim: | 
And therefore, when Fob. ſaid, I loath it, I would ; 
not live always; tis the Language of one, 'wha. | 
was impatient of an eternal Minority, and wanted 
to be at a Place where all is full, er ue | 
where all is ſweet, and all forever. vis 


Now to Him who is able to keep us from fall. 
ing, and preſent us faultleſs. before the Preſence of 12 
his Glory with exceeding Joy; To the only . 
Go v our Saviour, be Glory and Majeſty, | 
and Poper, \both.now woe ever. Amen. oats 
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Deſig om, this Text, was to confider. 
the Happineſs of Heaven under the No- 
tion of a Promiſe, and an Iuberitancre 3 
and ſhqw you, that rhe! 10 to it, is, 


thro”: oy and:  Patience.. \Of thei e. Joys Aa 3 


Generations of the Upright are Partakers; and 


es Examples we are: to be 1 N 7 The Word 1 


ſignifies, not mere] ly our g aL rafter them, (fox 
that we muſt, do, ih the Co of Nature) but it 


imports our being lite em; walking in the Pf? 
which they took, benin the Ser: ryices which they 


formed, and drawing all our Life and Comfort 
55 the Hope chat — ſet befare? . and 600% 
accompliſhed 4% m. 

I; have .confider'd.. the Virtues . this Faith and | 
Patience, and the. Duties in which they were exert- 
ed ; ſuch as Prayer, hearing, the Word, Chriſtian 
Converſation, and religious Commyniov. ©, Thus 
they went on Who believed the Reſerves of another 
World, and endur'd tbe Fatigues of ies $94 an 
united. Operation, of. Faith ad Fele. Le mp 
here obſerve two things. 

Firſt, Tha 'F theſe Bae ae are. — diſtinguiſh's 
25. to their Objeltse. : © — one fixes upon Thing ot 
ſeen, the other. upon what comes within our Feel- 

The one has to do with what is diſtant, and 

on y | hoped for; the other with what is preſent, 


kno wn ang endured : The former deals with De- 
| 5 4 1 
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8 (20) 
lights and Glories, the Portion that Go p has 11 
up for them that love him; the latter with 
Bitterneſs, as it lies under Burdens. There's a Foy 
lieving but "thy all Grief and Sqr- 
e ih our Sufferings. Faith 
eternal, Pleaſures for ever- 


row that we are to 1 
has to do with Things 


is put to a Service: that will ſoon be at an end, as 
on Faſhion of the World paſſes awa Believin 1g 
is looking beyond Death, our Syfctings are con- 

to the preſent Time, and are over when the 
unſeen World'comes to be revealed, WhenP Fr 
ence has done all its Work, then Faith begins its En- 
FOO: joyment; for the laſt Enemy 
* our feet is Death. © Then we unload every Burden 


| 2 Cor. v. Hit s laid on us; whilſt we are ab ſent from the Lord, 


s. audh are introduced to all the Happineſs of thoſe that 


ate preſent 405th Lim; for he does keep what - have 


2 Tim. i committed to him againſt bat Day. And pet, 
12: Sccondly, Tho" theſe two Grices are diff og 


ed in their Ozjefs, they are neither divided nor 
confounded in their Employineis ; they live and 

move and have their Being together. Patience is a 
Banat to Faith, that it may not be exalted above 
meaſure; Faith is a Cordial to Patience, that it ma 
| Hit have more laid on than it is able to bear. Witt 
Mar. ix. both of em we pray; I believe, Lord help A. Un- 

24. belief.” We lament and grieve under the A er of 
the Lord, with a Mixture of Hope in his Mercy. 

Thus the Soul is 2 beende the Extremes of 
Confidence and Deſpair. With Faith and Patience 

we bear the Word; tis to be received both with 
Aſſurance and Meckneſs. With the fame Compo- 

ſition of Principles have we our Converſation in the 

World, and eſpecially among the Brethren: Re- 

Hicing in their Experience, and yet bearing their 

Gal. ii. 20. Infirmities. In the ſame various Affections do we 
Heb. xi. fit at the Table of the Lord; being crucified with bin, 


x ü. 13. bearing his — and yet — for * Appear- 
ance, 


more, an Inheritance that fades not away. Patience 


that ſhall be ing ory 


xy ol 
ance, and his ſecond Coming without Sin to Salva | 


Without F aith, Phllence would never hold out; 
_ with Patience, Faith would never bold in; or con- 
tain itſelf within the Duties of Life. Now, as as in 
theſe two, we are to remember to imitate and a Ja. 
hw thoſe that inherit the Promiſes.z. ſa I would 
take in the beginning of this Verſe, which tells us 
with what Spirit, and in what manner we are to 
ſet about it, Be not. flotbful. 
* This is a Argument for what he had 
faid before: He ſhew'd us the dangerous Caſe of 


14 
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. thoſe: who had baffled and blunted their former 

y Convictions; having been enlighten'd, taſted the Ver. 4,5. 

1 good Word of God. felt the Powers of a Wotld ta 

, come, and afterwards fallen away : He hopes bet- 

it ter things of theſe People, and thoſe that accom- Ver. 9. 

e pany Salvation f 3 * than 1 — 

5 eginnings, and peri preſſions. at he 

h- reſend = har Wark of Paith, and Labour of 

x Love, in which they perſeveted, Then he ex- | 

hotts everyone of them, to:/bew the ſame Diligence Ver. ii. 

to the End'; to which he adds the Words before 

us, that give them their 0 firſt nega gui, 

that ye 15 not Nlorbfidl ; ſeco in more pofi- . 

tive Language, but Followers of thew whi thre 

Faith and Patience inherit the | Promiſes. Which 

lets us {ee that the Courſe theſe Leaders took was 

cy. no lazy Profeſſion, or indplent way of living ; 

of | they ated like Perſons in eatricft, and fo muſt 
ve. 


ith The Word tat e tranſlate fothful, w che Um _ 
po- you-Have Chap. v. IF. eee 
the / bearing. Nor do I remember meeting with it 
Re- any where ele f in all the New 3 In chat 


heit place it ſeems to carry t yo Sethi — 2 6 as! tar * 


we Firſt, An Indfortice of M 
bim, concern we can have in the World; and der 13, 


de. I out our own Sam which deſerves 
ance, all 


(22) — 

1 the Fear a and Teombling: that is tequired; and 
| ſhould not be eben in a — 1 heedleſs ways 1 
as it commo Tet 
3 Secondly, t 4 2 what 1 1 5051 alk thieir tes ( 
morance of divine things. He would have to t 
em what was hard to utter, on on account of their t 
Dulne/s. This he lays: before em as a Crime, which ? 
they ought to be humbled for. They haditime | © 
| enough to have been Teachers of others; and now 0 
they have need to be taught the firſt Principles of N 
the Oracles of God. They had not employ d their 8 


1 Talents, but let em ruſt and canker 3. and for I 
want of uſe had not their Senſes erenciſtd to diſcern n 
| good and evil. =. 


I ſhall confider what | is here oppoſed t toa right 
following the Heirs of Promiſe, under all the Ines C 
: Senſes of the Word; as it Tn ſti 
1. An Indifference to the Wk, | IRR eg 
2. An Ignorance of it. 2 e bas 
3. A mance e 
I. The great Impediment both of Duty and 
r is * Indifference of Mankind to the 
Revelation that God has ſet before them. They 
do not periſh for want of Evidence, but they have 
#0 concern about the things themſelves. Salvation 
' Matt.xxii. is what they are invited to, but they make light of 
5. it. We are often told, that God will not puniſh * 
Men for their Ignorance, for not knowing what an 
they cannot; but how criminal muſt it be in the Sp 
Eyes of all the World if we deſpiſe an Affair, that . 
was never ſet before us in any other light, than as 
Deut.xxx. oft neceſſary and important, Set your Hearts to all 
15. © tht Words that I ſpeak this. Day; it is not a vain ſuc 
thing, it is your Life. We find the World are im- be 
penetrable to Convictions of the greateſt Aﬀairs Þ _.. 
that can ever lie before us. Our loſt Condition til 
by Nature; the Door of Hope that is opened; the 
Sin of refuſing ſo great a Salvation, and the eternal 5 
h of Unbelievers. > mo 260 140 | a 
| he (.. . 


_— 
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e 
(I.) Is it not a Matter that rh concern us) 
aud ſhould deeply affect us, that all Fl 


Number of Malefactors in the condemned Hole, 


careleſs, wanton and diverted from all right Senſe 


of their woful Caſe, would be a moving Sight; 


we could think no better of em than ſo many 


Sheep led out to the Slaughter, Horſes ruſhing 


60% has finned Rom. . iii 
and are fallen - of the Glory of God? We are 2 
Children of Wrath, not only by Practice, Imita- 
tion and Cuſtom, but ſo early and ſo deeply, as 
to have the Malignity in, our Nature. To fee a 


ru. . 3. 


into the Battle, or Birds baſtening to the Pages -=4 


not knowing; that it is for their Lives. 

And yet this univerſal Cafe is the leaſt iN 
to of any in the World; as if that was no one's 
Condition, which is every one's. Here is the Ju- 


ſtice of Go p hanging a Cloud over em; a righ- 


teous Law roaring againſt em; Threatning s and 
Curſes ſwelling up, and ready to burſt in the Ven- 


geance of eternal Fire; and yet they will not a- 


wake. 


The Neceſſity and Value of ſuch a . is 


| 1 found out, when you come to feel it upon a 


tender Conſcience. There is a Queſtion, that you 
never put for ſeveral Years, but hen, you cry out 


with an Impatience for an Anſwer, What ſhall I do Act. xvig 
to be ſaved ? Will any Preacher tell us that this is 29. 


an abftruſe metaphyſical Nicety'? Is it a Myſtery, a 


Speculation, that it is appointed for all Men, once 


to die, and after that the Judgment: Do not the 


Living know that they ſhall die, yet who from 


the Heart believes it! Do not People act as if no 
ſuch thing as Death was any where, tho? it is to 


be found every here? 
We have the Work of the Law in our Heart; but 


till Gop writes that Law in our Hearts, with a Pen 
of Iron in deep and living Characters, it will be a 


neglected Rule, and a dead Letter. Solomon tells 
us the State of the Sons of Men, and wilher that 


Bi * Goo | 
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hay? 
Tos would manife oft it to them, that lch are 


Eecl. ii, Beaſts, a Man bas no pre- eminence above 4 Beaſt : 
1 18. No Fear of Go is before their Eyes, till they are 


Scrutiny, fits in Judgment, and en all the Whe cl 
of Nature into motion. 


that is the Salvation chat is revealed in the Goſpel: 


Heb. vi. We may flee for a Refuge to the Hope ſet before us. 


nals under Sentence, and but a Step between them 
and Death; a Meſſenger is ſent to declare, they 
are Priſoners of Hope, that the King' has' thoughts 
of Peace towards them, and not of evil; and yet 
after this, they go on In rioting and drunkenneſs, 
and think the Danger not worth heeding, nor the 
Mercy not worth having: As if they had made a 


| 


22 the Stupidity of ſuch People, and think em 


fallen beneath the meaneſt Open 
Nature? 

And yet, all this is Matter of Fag; wichbut any 

Diſguiſe or Aggravation. He that ſins againſt 

1® _—_ vii. Chrift wwrongs bis 040% Soul; all _ that Hate him 

% Tove Death. 

Why are all the Ends of the World Mage to ſee 

the Salvation of our Goo ? Why has ſuch à marvel- 

 lous Light ſhone into the dark Places of the Earth, 

which are full of the Habitations of Cruelty * To 

what purpoſe is a Door of Hope 3 the Val: 


Tey 
why do Miniſters preach it, warning every Man, 


» 
| 1s 


effeQually warned to ge from the Wrath to come, 
and then Conſcience takes the Throne, makes the 


(2.) There's another thing that may: temper the 
former Convidtion, but it certainly enhances it; and 


25 Here are glad Tidings of great Joy te all People, 

ln. that to us is born a Saviour. Let me carry the 
Compariſon a little farther, which I ſtarted under 

the former Head. Here is a Number of Crimi. 


Covenant with Death, and with Hell were at an 
tent. Would not every one bewail and con- 


of Human 


Achor ? Why has God revealed the Goſpel, 
and teaching every Man * When a Sinner ſays there 


: * 
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(35). 


„ 10 Hope, he begins with a Ru when he con- 
cludes from thence, that, having loved Sn angeros 


after them be will go, he argues like a F. 
This is a true State of the Caſe, and therefore it 
is in vain to call for Repentance without Faith; 


or ſay to Sinners, Turn ye, — ye, why. will: ye 


die ? if we do not open the Path of Life; and op- 
poſe an everlaſting Righteouſneſs to their Guilt, an 
almighty . Power to their Weakneſs, a ſure Coe 
nant to their Danger, und the help they may have 
in God to the Deſtruction they have brought. up- 
on themſelves. | 

.- (33) A Nefaſal of Happineſs is an Aggravation of 
their Sin and Miſery : It makes the Caſe more cri- 


minal and more dangerous, Hu ſpall we eſcape, if Heb. ii. 3. 


we neglett tbis great Saluation:! The Queſtion that 
has been debated, with little Senſe and leſs Reli- 

n, may be quite dropt, vi. Whether every Per- 
2 has — a Haien Power within him far his 
own Salvation. That's not the Caſe; for whether 


they can come to Chriſti ar ho, it is plain they ili Joh. v. 40. 
not come to him, — have life. And 


theſe Ad vocates for the Perfection of Human Na- 


ture, who ſay they are able to do it, make the 


Condition of Sinners a thouſand times worſe, whilſt 
they ſay nothing about that Grace that can make 
*em willing. It is the Enmity of the World more 
than their Inability, that proves em to be Veſſels 
of Wrath fitted to Deftruction. —» 

(4.) The Miſery they wilfully ruſh 1 into js no leſs 
than Eternal. The Worm, which is ſcarce alive 
in this World, never dies in that, nor will the Fire 
they have kindled be ever quenched. This I ſup- 


poſe will be allow'd by the Religion of Nature; 
that a Departure from Go p by Impenitence, de- 


ſer ves to be avenged by a Departure from him into 


ve verlaſting Fire, er for n Deu aud his 
aa 
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(26) 

And yet, "tho? this Caſe is undeniable in ge 
nend where is it believed in, particular, till the 
Power comes from above that raiſes the Dead, and 
quickens whom it will? Here is a matter of the 


greateſt Evidence and the greateſt Importance, and 
yet it is a meer Indifference to the World; People 
who do not deny that it ig %, act as if it was nat 


Jo. Many think it not worth their While to hear 
it; and they that give their Attention, are the 
leaſt Fected with that ar hien they are woſt 
concerne u.. t 911 2 Dor io 
; 19 


II. Another Senſe of the Word i in hi WIT is, 


chat it 'Ggnifies the Ignorance of People about mat- 
2 is their Intereſt to Eno. This ap 

from their making no Enquiry after it, having no 

reliſh of it, not ſeeing their own concern in it, 


yl preferring other things above it. 


15 Ehen Ignorance of Salvation is plain by their 


never emquiring after it. They do not ſearch the 
Sceriętures with any Inclination to eternal Life: 


What Multitudes àre there, who never take the 
Bible into their hands? And of the few that do, 
they are ſtill fewer that uſe it as the Lamb's Book 


of Life. It looks like the Mark of a ſeared Con- 


_— when the Criticks of our day, be Diſputers 

this World will tale ſo much pains to under- 

d a difficult Paſſage, and debate a controverted 
one. They will wrangle about what's omitted in 
ſome Copies, without any regard to thoſe impor- 
tant Articles that are in all of em; Faith, Re- 
pentance, Holineſs and eternal Judgment. Theſe 
do not go ſo far as the Phariſees did, who ſearch'd 
the Scriptures, and thought to find in 'em ever- 
 Jaſting ! Life. Many thouſands think nothing about 
the matter. They do not read to make them wiſe 


x yh im. iii. 20 Salvation z nor with any Hopes of eternal Life, 


which Go b, that cannot lye, promiſed before the 
World began 
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This is not following thoſe who through Faith 
ad Patience inherited the Promiſes; Through: Pa-. Rom. xv. 
tience of the Scriptures they had their Hopes, and 4 


are now gone up to their Inheritance; this is uſing 
_ Oracle of Go D: as a Tale that is told:y a8 if 
he ſpoke theſe things, not that we might de vel. 
but only amuſed and diverted. They that hoW 
poſſeſs the Promiſea, ſtudied them, hor dhe” them, 


— were ſo perſuaded of them, that chey confeſſed _ xi. 


themſelves -- to be Strangers and Pilgrims on 
the Earth, and never at home till ther t to 
Heaven, the great Land of Promiſe. Life and 


3 are the chief Wet nin to light 2 Tim. l 


y the Goſpel. 1 n won! 
> Another Token of Ignis that People 


have no Reliſn or Love -of ibe Truib, that they 
might be ſaved. Other Studies are pleaſant to 
them, but theſe are taſteleſs; tho? in this Tem: 


yu they talk like: thoſe, who! know not the real Va- 


— of things.. What are all the Volumes of Hi- 


ſtory in ther World, if compared to the Book of 


the Wars of the Lord? What are the Lives and : 
Actions of the greateſt Heroes, to the good Report Heb. xi. a. 
that: the Elders have obtain d, aolo thro Faith ſubs | bone 33s 


dued Kingdoms, wrought Righteouſneſs, quenched the 3* 
Violence of Fire, ſtopt the Mouths of Lions, aut of 
weakneſs were made ſtrong, waxed. valiant. in Aeli, 
a tur ned to flight the Armies of the Aliens. 
What is all the Learning of the Philoſophers, 


in in compariſon of a Wiſdom that is profitable ta 
direct, by Which the Upright guides his way, and 
attains his end? for mark the perfect Man, and 


behold the Upright, becauſe the End of that Man 
is Peace. What are all the Gains of Nature to 
the Gift of Go p, which is eternal Life thro? Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord? What can be more delightful, 
than to read of thoſe who died in the Uſe of Faith, 
and received the End of it in the Salvation of their 
We 13 
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| 5 3. It's 4 mark: of - Ignoxance-. hew:Purſans io 
ne ſee beit ch reſt in the matters of Reli. 
1 As if all the Dostrines, Duties, Promiſes, 
Nn 
Bible wars what they 


had nothing to do with 


Heb. ir. Heros che fatal Folly, ube Mori prearbid did not 
2 mixe with Falch in them that beard 


reit, not being 
unt It 64 — way of hearing a Sermon, to 


pa it off 
to their Oh 
Miniſter” fay 


eia 


racter. We ſhould! rather ſup 
der; 


ing as iSolomen does to every 


Pro that rhy truſt may be in the Lord, 7 have mat 


Luton to-thee this day, even 10 bee. For my y part 
I know no Subject that is not ca ble of an Applii 
ention to my on Soul; and' without ſuch an Im- 


provement is no moe to me, than the Meat that 


another ggts. Cxſting about in our Minds who it 

is chat the Preacher aims at, is à Vanity 7ofſed to 
2 by chem that ſeek death; a Bauble tirovn 

| Confeience to play with. When the Lord 
— the Heart as he did Lydia's, che — 
make Impreſſions of a! different kind. 5115 
Thoſe Three Thouſand that Peter preached to, 


did not put the Sermon far from em, or look upon 


it at'a" diſtance as an Invective upon their Prieſts 


and Rulers, but every one of em was pricked in 


bis Heart, and cried out for himſelf, Men and 
Act. ii. 37. Brethren, bat ſpall c do When the Diſcos 
| put that Queſtion, Lord ſpeakeſt thou this Parable 


60 us," or even to all? he gives them ſuch an An- 


ſwer as diſch arges thoſe evil Surmiſings. If we do 
; Pet. ii.1. not lay aſide all eh petri, Guile and Evil. ſpeabing. 

| the Word will nevet be ſo engrafted as to fave our 
Souls. Ser VF 

Bp. i "Tis Ignorance of this Salvation that makes 

| People prefer any thing elſe to it; this gives the 

caſting Vote. All Men tell you, that they would 
be ſaved, and the way to be ſo is by Faith and 


| Molinen 3 but they do not N to it as wy 
| 4b 


Invitations and Arguments in the 


others, and match the Diſcourſe 
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thing nerdful. Worltip and Devotion tre only 
Bye- bufineſs ; they will ſuffer any thing ts tome in 
between them and hearing a Sermon; ſo that they 
only mind their Souls, When they have es 
elſe to do. A Portion in Heaven is what 
feſs to be their chiefeſt Joy; but it is not Jo's x 
ting Treafures upon Earth. is that for which” 
riſe up early, fit * late, and ent the Bread of _—_ 
rows; travelling, toiling, caring, + labouting, is 
what?they ſubmit to for the Bicid that periſhies 3 brit 
they will never take half the pains for that which 
ures to everlaſting Life; bat they'll venture; 
and leave an Inheritanee with the Saints in 3 
in the utmoſt hazard; and had rather make their "= 
Efazes than their Calling and Election ſure. N 
Do they really think that they its Huge For 
another Worid, and mbft not be always here ?'Cah 
you ſuppoſe: by what they 4 that there is aß 


Vahie in what they ſoy 7 How terrible will the 


Thunder of that Voice be te thoſe who la ve 
thrown out all eheir Cares about laying up Goods 
for many Years; Thou Fbol, ibis Mbt ball thy Lak. xii. 
Sou! be required of thee; and they who ſhall theſe 20. 
things be that thou haft provided ? "4 
A Perſon that i hurried in large Defigts about 
za worldly Gteatneſs, and has put off all his Cares 
about ibe better Part to à mote convenient Scaſon, 
may be ſeized with the Sentence of Death befote 
his Project is ended, or his ſerious Thoughts have 
begun: And with what a ſadiieſs of Heart, Will 
he then ery out, * Alas J did not think y En- 
« Joyment of thefe Labours Would have Ar fo 
* ſhort, or my Banifhnient from em would have 


comme fo fon? ” 


I. Another a agp b by che ws 


my Text, is # Slorbfulneſs- in the Perſut of an in 
tereſt that is ſo perſonal: and ſo needful. Diligence 
will ſhow it ſelf in watching all proper Seatoris, 


Hing 


86 ) 
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. them with cloſe Attention, guarding. againſt 
every Impediment, aud erg or wh (the whole 
is accompliſh Cu 250 
1. If we would not be numberd among the 
Slothful, and the Men void of Underſtanding, there 
will bela looking out for all proper Seaſons to find 
what we profeſs to ſeek, and to get what we really 
want z they that will be rich, enquire after Mar. 
kets, Fairs, IT imes and Places of Buſineſs: They 
know that loſing an Opportunity may be the blaſt- 
ing of a Deſig. 
Thus did they mho now inherk. the Promiſes, 
uſe Religion as a Merchandiſe of Holineſs to the 


Job xxiii. Lord: They watched unto Prayer; Oh that I knew 


3. 


where I might find bim! They were inſtant in Sea- 
ſon and out of Seaſon to hear the Word. They 


would not forſake the ſolemn Aſſembly, or ne- 


glect the Feaſts of the Lord in tho beg Times. 


False, they knew. that Nouriſhment came by 


ing, and therefore thought it dangerous to loſe 


* a Meal, A neglected Sabbath is never to be re · 
trieved, it is a Day gone for ever; therefore, 
whenever Gov waits to be gracious, we ſhould 


Wait for him as for the later Rain. A decay of 


Appetite will bring on a decay of Health; it is 
much eaſier to faſt away your Stomachs, than it is 
to retrieve em; from being indifferent to the 
Goſpel, we mall grow. weary of it; nd; from ite 
being. taſteleſs, it will be nauſeous. 

os Diligence includes a very — Allenbios to 
the main Concern, that we have in improving every 


Opportunity. People are ſuppoſed to know what 
| — em thither, when they go to Places and 


Nimes of Buſineſs; they have the chief Deſign in 


their, Thoughts, which animates all their Actions. 


He that 217 11 in N. is a in Son; but he 
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' Thus it :muſt. be. i aft the Duties of Religibn; 


Farth in Summer does the Rain that falls upon it; 


(ED) 


there is a way of prityingy: chat is''no? better that 
mocking him with whom; we have to do? Fata Gen, 
wreſtling was à cloſet Fight; Tunit not Wer cher go . 26 
except thou bleſs me. Filing dur Mouths With Z#7u* job hi · 
ments, ordering our Speech aright before him; com 4- 
prehends the uſe of Faith, and Love, und Hope, 

and Vehemence; Words ate but the external Part, 
Deſires may be ſmothered in Groans that eannbt be 
utter d; however, they are intelligible ebeugh e 
him who fearches the Heart, and knows What is 
the Mind of the Spirit. 
Heating bat our Souls may live, is hearing for 
Life, taking in an Ord inance of Heaven; as the 


it ſucks it up, it drinks it down, and receives it as 
a Bleſſing from the Lord. © Stating; ſleeping; lol- 
ling, wandering about with the Eyes of Fools, is 
not purſuing the - Promiſes; or ſettitig- our Face 
4. Biege 1755 : Sz 4 — 
3. Diligence will put us upon guarding againſt 
al Tmpediments. R The Slothful talks of 4 L400 in 
the way, and ſuffers himſelf to be cheated of real 
Good by an imaginary Evil. We muſt expect to 
be hinder d in our way to Heaven; and therefore 
ſhould ſet out with 4 Reſblution of going on: 
Laying aide every weight, und running with Pa- Heb. xii. 


tience; working on, and getting forwards through 1. 
all the Infemitics and * 3 making 2 
way, keeping our road, withſtanding in the evil Eph. vi. 
_ that having done all, we may be able to“ 
and. ; 
4. Perſevering to\the'hft, ſis the greateſt Oppo» 
fite to a ſlothful Temper, and the moft glorious 
Conqueſt over it. If you ſtop before you come to 
the End, it's in vain you ever made a Beginning; 
all your Labour is loft, if you do not gain the 
Prize ; and it ſignifies nothing how far, or how well 
you have run, if you do not ſo run as to _— 


682 - I 
ink wil duly;: add three things, to-recomititng | , 
this diligent Purſuit, which — taken from the : 


eſs. you are lobking/ for, and haſting to. 
2. Ton there meet with the Promi ſes, the: Sab; 
„ 4. ance of vhat you have. believed, the Reality of 
.» what you have hoped for, the Eulneſs ef what you 
have taſad in; pat, and tlle Revelation af what 
vou have feen in Faith. Theſe gracious Nord: 
are turned into ſolid Things; all Deſires are ſwal. 


E 
rg up in Poſſeſſion; like the, Queen of Sheba, EY » 
what-you heard in your -.] Land, Jon ane to b 
ſee * Jeruſalem — 19; ove; o bai!“ x 
ls join, Company bf thoſe. be " 
inberit theſe cb z: the Exints in ate deli. Pi 
ered from all the Imperfections that limited: your F 
leaſure in their Acquaintance 3 without any thmg * 
— allay the Conyerſation either in your ſelves or 5. 
them ; but a full Harmony of Kindneſs,” that in 
poyer to be weaken'd, bent interrupted; and never Se 
6 Be 
7; fl" There you came to. Jaſus, who all dh all; lie 
| who gives a.Glory to the Place, a Vigour-to the i $9 
| Service, and a Happineſs to the Society.) He is f] * 
the Lamb in the mii of the Throne, hilft all his NN G 
People are placed around, behelding bis Love, and R 
exerting; heir ew? ;'*tis: he who has wathed us in 
3 A dot from dur Sins in his own Blood, and made us K ing dit 
| and Prieſts to W . * 
| | and Dogalnion for Ever. e. * 
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